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PREFACE 



"Congratulations on your assignment 
to a deep space outpost. Whether your 
stay is of a scientific, exploratory, 
or disciplinary nature, we hope you 
enjoy a peaceful, restive, minimal-ca¬ 
sualty residency in your spacecraft 
of choice. To maximize your chances 
of a successful return to Earth with 
all your limbs and faculties intact, 
please display a strict adherence to 
the following one thousand and one 
survival tips." 


For a generation of space-faring as¬ 
tronauts, researchers, navigations 
specialists, technical officers, en¬ 
gineers, and, of course, Artificial 
Intelligence Autopilot systems, the 
three humble sentences reproduced 
above were the only introduction 
provided to W.S. Carter and Miranda 
Pryce's Deep Space Survival Procedure 
and Protocol Manual. 

And really - what more needed to be 
said? The Survival Manual - or, if you 
prefer its more informal nickname, 
the D.S.S.P.P.M. - was revolutionary 
not only for the depths of its in¬ 
sights and for the trailblazing way 
it addressed not only the physical and 
psychological challenges of living in 
the isolation of deep space, but also 
the spiritual, epistemological, and 
existentialist ones. The true genius 
of The Manual, however, was its brev¬ 
ity. Its austerity. Its writers funda- 


mentally understood the chief quality 
of space wasn’t its dangers but its 
limitations, and wrote accordingly. 
There is not one extra syllable to be 
found in the slim space between its 
covers. It is form serving content 
serving form. 

In short: The Manual understands that 
there is a place for everything, and 
puts everything in its place. 

In the years since its initial 
implementation, there have been 
many pretenders to the throne, 
proposing alternatives, amendments, 
or expansions to this seminal text. 
The Manual, this quiet, simple book 
you now hold in your hands, has 
outlived them all, its simple, direct, 
and sensible guidelines proving 
themselves timelessly effective. One 
wonders how many space-faring souls 
have had their lives enhanced - if 


iii 


not outright saved - by Pryce and 
Carter's ease and clarity. 

However, times change, and as we enter 
a new decade of space travel and the 
number of exploration missions rises 
at an exponential rate, even the 
timeless amongst us must make certain 
admissions to the ceaseless advance 
of the years. It is therefore that, 
with nothing but the utmost respect 
for the original, I have authorized 
the printing of a new and revised 
edition of Pryce and Carter's Deep 
Space Survival Procedure and Protocol 
Manual. It is this edition that you 
now hold in your hands. 

Rest assured: mine was the lightest 
and most undetectable of touches. 

First of all, about five dozen of 
the most technically-oriented tips 
were rewritten to reference more 
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modern devices and to be in line 
with up-to-date codes. Gone are 
clunky, dated references to particle 
expanders, or steam-release precision 
maneuverability units. In their place 
we've put references to the equipment 
which can actually be found on board 
our VX3-powered space crafts. (And 
within the databanks of our Sensus 500 
series). Never fear: these changes are 
largely cosmetic, and the underlying 
spirit of the original tips are alive 
and well. 

Secondly, some of the more esoteric 
language has been modestly altered to 
allow for greater clarity. While part 
of the effectiveness of The Manual 
- not to mention most of its charm - 
comes from the authors' willingness 
to allow its readers to wrestle with 
the text and eventually arrive at the 
correct conclusion, the most extreme 
cases veered off the laser-focused 


efficiency the rest of the piece 
serves so relentlessly. So, with a 
heavy heart, we are biding farewell 
to those entries that were written in 
rhyming slang, which utilized Atbash 
cyphering, and which assumed expert 
knowledge of American Sign Language 
and the inner intricacies of the 
I Ching from its readers. 

And, finally, we are including W.S. 
Carter's groundbreaking essay On Sur¬ 
vival - already largely seen as an 
unofficial companion to his work on 
The Manual - within this volume. It 
is chock-full of the even-tempered, 
sensible advice and irresistibly ir¬ 
reverent wit that turned this book 
into the classic it has come to be 
seen as. 

Aside from these slight alterations 
and modernizations, we have left the 
book untouched. It is as essential 
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as it was the day it was published 
- perhaps even more so for how many 
crews it has shepherded through jour¬ 
neys past the frontier of human civ¬ 
ilization. 

If this is your first encounter with 
Pryce and Carter's Deep Space Sur¬ 
vival Procedure and Protocol Manual, 
take heart. It is not a long read. 
But it is a nuanced one, and, like 
all great books, will offer something 
new to you each time you return to 
the comfort of its pages. At first 
glance, many of its entries might 
seem inconsequential, or confusing, 
or outright self-contradictory. Give 
them time. Reread them. Revisit them. 
Soon enough, you will see the deli¬ 
cate but inevitable logic that runs 
through this book. 

There will be nights during your de¬ 
ployment, far, far away from Earth, 
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when you will look at your surround¬ 
ings, and feel a twinge of fear deep 
within you. When that happens, turn 
to this book. 

It's okay, it will whisper to you. 

There's a place for everything. Every¬ 
thing belongs somewhere. 

Let it take you to the place where 
you belong. 


MARCUS H. CUTTER 

Director of Communications 
Goddard Futuristics 
January, 2012 
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IX 


ON SURVIVAL 

BY W.S. CARTER 


It's a dangerous business, survival. 

It’s not for the faint of heart. It's 
not for the weak-willed, or the un¬ 
disciplined. It's not for the cowardly 
amongst us, not for the impatient, 
and certainly not for the unintelli¬ 
gent. 


X 


Both the idea and the word comes to 
us, as so many of our notions do, 
from the intricacies of medieval in¬ 
heritance law. At a time when so many 
people could feel warm in the morn¬ 
ing and drop dead from fever by the 
evening, we actually needed to come 
up with a word for those who lived 
through each day. We needed to signal 
those who out-lived others, so that 
they could have everyone else's pos¬ 
sessions. 

And that is the essence of surviv¬ 
al: living beyond what is expected or 
prescribed based on your circumstanc¬ 
es, psychology, or physical condi¬ 
tions. It is an act of profound faith, 
persistence, and prowess. Survival is 
how, when the universe pushes at us, 
we push right back. It is not, in 
short, for anyone who isn’t willing 
to fight for it. 


XI 


Now, I know how that may sound, so 
before we proceed, I have one word 
for you: 

Relax. 

If you are reading this book, it is 
because you have been brave. You have 
been willful. You have been smart. 
You have survived, at least for the 
time being, the most dangerous thing 
in the universe: life. You have done 
it every single day of your exis¬ 
tence, and, statistically, most of 
you will continue to do it for many 
more days. You’ve survived without re¬ 
ally thinking about how you've done 
it, a zen mastery the likes of which 
few experts across the fields of sci¬ 
ence and arts can even aspire to. By 
the very virtue of being able to read 
this book, you have already acquired 
all the skills you need in order to 


Xll 


out-live the grimmest of odds. 

So take a deep breath, and remember: 
you're in good hands. 

Your hands. 

I say all of this plainly because, 
before we proceed, we need to make 
sure we are speaking the same lan¬ 
guage. Too many timid souls tend to 
think of survival as a passive thing, 
a universal default that probability 
and chance bow down to unless en- 
tropic forces wrenches it away from 
them. Put this quisling notion out of 
your mind! Perish the thought! 

The universe is a maelstrom of de¬ 
structive forces, each one more dead¬ 
ly than the last. Physical and envi¬ 
ronmental threats abound, everything 
from weather extremes to the slim 
but undeniable chance of unforeseen 
tiger encounters. Just a tiny step 


behind them are the actions of ma¬ 
levolent human actors, who mistakenly 
assume their own chances of survival 
are proportional to how many compet¬ 
itors are around them. Worst of all, 
our own bodies betray us, beginning 
a slow but, at least for now, inexo¬ 
rable march of decay the very second 
after they reach developmental matu¬ 
rity. 

And all of that just addresses only 
the most basic form of survival: that 
of the body. But more fool them who 
content themselves by saying that 
they are "alive" when they have noth¬ 
ing more than the same physical func¬ 
tionality that was enjoyed by our 
most primitive of ancestors. What of 
survival of the mind? Of the heart? 
Of dignity? What of a sense of pur¬ 
pose, belonging, and accomplishment? 

As I have stated, survival is an 
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achievement of going beyond a base 
state of existence towards something 
greater and higher. It is continuing 
on in spite of and past all the others 
who are content to lie by the road 
and await their fate. My friends, 
fate always deals the same hand in 
the end... unless we can bluff it into 
folding early. 

Survival is an active force, it is 
something that you do every day. It 
is something that you must choose ev¬ 
ery day. Every day you must be will¬ 
ing to face the universe and clearly 
demonstrate that you are not going 
to take "no" for an answer. 

You need to want it. 

It isn’t easy. It is both a science 
and an art. And like most arts, ev¬ 
eryone thinks they can do it, but 
only a few do it well. 
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So are you doing it well? Are you re¬ 
ally an expert at this? Do you have 
what it takes to not just breathe, to 
not just subsist, to not just exist... 
but to survive? 

Survival comes down to eight decep¬ 
tively simple guidelines. When faced 
with adversity and danger, just re¬ 
member the one simple word they make 
up. 

Let us step out of the realms of the 
theoretical, and into praxis: 
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Set Aside Notions of "Honor 


U Use Everything and Everyone to 

Your Advantage 

R Remember Everything You Have 

Forgotten to Know 

V Values Are Relative 

I Improve Yourself 

V Veni, Vidi, Vici 

A Act Like You Are Ready for 

Anything (Because You Are) 

L Live As Though Tomorrow is 

Worth Living 
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SET ASIDE NOTIONS OF "HONOR" 

A man travelled to a land not his own. 
He alighted upon the shore, breath¬ 
ing in entirely new air, scented with 
spices unknown to him. Over the crash 
of the waves, he heard wondrous sounds 
he could not name. Very soon, he came 
upon a peddler selling marvels that 
glistened and shone in the sunlight. 
"What do you sell here?" the travel¬ 
ler chattered excitedly. "What use are 
these things? How much do they cost 
and can you teach me to use them?" 
It was exactly enough time for the 
peddler to signal for his partner to 
shoot this strange man in the back. 


USE EVERYTHING AND EVERYONE TO 
YOUR ADVANTAGE 

Two women sat in a library, reading 
late at night. They held copies of 
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the same book, which they needed to 
finish for an important test in the 
morning. The crinkling of paper waft¬ 
ed softly over the polished wooden 
tables and evaporated into the high 
ceilings, the glass windows, and the 
winding balconies of the empty build¬ 
ing. "How far have you gotten?" one 
asked the other. As if frightened by 
the question, the other woman picked 
up her book without a word, and bound¬ 
ed into the darkness of the stacks. 
The first only had time to wonder 
if the stress wasn’t getting to her 
classmate before a security guard ap¬ 
peared and demanded she leave. 


REMEMBER EVERYTHING YOU HAVE 
FORGOTTEN TO KNOW 

It was the tallest of the towers that 
always needed logs cut. Sometimes 
even the seneschal himself would come 


to them and ask for more wood for 
the fires. Then James and Young Ned 
would dip their locks and go out into 
the forest with their hatchets and a 
small wain, and not return until the 
sky bruised a light purple and the 
very first stars began to peep open 
their tired eyes. Young Ned thought 
there must be a Lady in the tower 
who was very cold, sickly perhaps. 
James would shake his shaggy head in 
a wide arc and avow that the Lord was 
creating great engines and marvel¬ 
ous machines inside, and he needed 
many fires for the heating of iron. 
But Mary, who heard all the screams 
during the day, had no opinion on the 
matter of the tower. 


VALUES ARE RELATIVE 
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No one understood why such a charming 
woman would keep such a boor around. 


Whatever he could pick at, he picked. 
Whatever he could chew, he chewed 
loudly. The filter between his mind 
and his mouth must have had massive 
holes, and he had somehow mastered 
the art of mouth-breathing to such 
an extent that he sounded like he 
snored when he was awake. She alone 
knew how shortsighted all of these 
polite grievances were. True friends 
are rare, and true friends who can 
turn into boars and disembowel one's 
antagonists are rarer still. 


IMPROVE YOURSELF 

He could see movement across the dark 
way. He was sure it was her. He wait¬ 
ed, and waited, quivering in the cold 
rushes of air that buffeted his face 
and ears. The roar of it was certainly 
louder than the beating of his heart, 
but it didn’t feel that way. At last 
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he could stand it no longer, and he 
bounded across the way. And, with a 
sickening thwump, the rabbit was run 
over by a car. 


VENI, VIDI, VICI 

Dust never rolls in. Common miscon¬ 
ception. To roll implies something of 
an ambulatory gait, or as much of 
one as atmospheric aerosols propelled 
by convection and spinning mindless¬ 
ly forward can manage. To roll might 
give folks time to take down their 
linen curtains and stop up the slats 
under their doors and caulk their 
wells. No, dust barrels in, heavy as 
water, bouncing wildly, seeping in 
everywhere and ruining everything. 
But as the farmers of Dallam County 
were about to discover, even that is 
better than having the barrel break. 
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ACT LIKE YOU ARE READY FOR ANY¬ 
THING (BECAUSE YOU are) 

As it happened, the movie was sold 
out. But she had promised, and she 
had come prepared. She very polite¬ 
ly asked if she might at least be 
let in out of the damp night air, 
and the nice young man obliged. She 
asked if they might just be allowed 
to stand off to the side a bit while 
they figured something out, and the 
kind clerk promised he'd see what he 
could do. She watched, with the prac¬ 
ticed eye and barely contained glee 
of a sniper, as a rumpled and con¬ 
fused pair got lectured as the clerk 
walked them out of the theater. With 
a modest nod of thanks to the man 
and a radiant smile to her partner, 
she reaffirmed her belief that wheel¬ 
chairs are wonderful things to have 
on a first date. 


LIVE AS THOUGH TOMORROW IS WORTH 
LIVING 


The ghost of an old gambler appeared to 
his friend in a carriage on the way in 
to town. His former companion's heart 
seized in dread at the sight. Once 
so sly and vivacious, ever a twinkle 
in his eye, now the gambler stared 
at him horror-struck, dull-eyed, ev¬ 
ery wound that had ever been done to 
him and every wrong he'd ever done 
to another visible in lacerations, 
welts, and boils across his ragged, 
spectral flesh. The living man's eyes 
bulged, his muscles locked, and his 
voice became so caught in his con¬ 
stricting throat that only a, “W-w- 
hy, why, why..." trickled out. "Oh, my 
dear fellow," replied the gambler. "I 
made a bet that if I could scare you 
to death, I'd get to take your place." 
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There are so many facets to us, so 
many faces that we wear in order to 
move through this life. To survive 
you must employ many more than just 
one of them; indeed, you are probably 
going to have to reinvent yourself a 
time or two along the way. The trick 
to survival, in the end, is that we 
live beyond ourselves. You must de¬ 
cide now how you will support that 
future person, what wits and wiles 
and courage you will devote to their 
persistence, their out-living every¬ 
thing that would stop them. Once you 
have dedicated yourself, you will be¬ 
gin your exciting journey towards be¬ 
coming a survivor. The eight princi¬ 
ples, outlined above, may help along 
that way. 

If you are already living by them, 
chances are you are well on the path 
to true, meaningful survival. But if 
the above virtues seemed foreign and 
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alien to you, it may be time to take a 
hard look at how you are living your 
life. As you do, ask yourself: 

Am I thinking actively about the fu¬ 
ture? 

Am I having a positive impact on the 
world around me? 

Am I having a positive impact on my¬ 
self? 

Am I changing for the better? 

Am I ready for what's coming tomor¬ 
row? 

Am I ready? 

Am I? 

Am ... I? 
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... well? 


Are you? 
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PRYCE & CARTER'S 

1,001 DEEP SPACE 
SURVIVAL TIPS 


i 



1 


Always read the instructions 
before operating any piece of 
machinery. Deviating from this 
might result in the loss of 
valuable equipment, which could 
lead to heavy fines or death. 
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2 


Begin every day with a few 
minutes of exercise. Isometric 
exercises are no harder to do 
in zero gravity than they are on 
Earth, and just as rewarding. 


3 


serious 


3 


Spacewalks are a 
matter. They are very delicate 
operations filled with hazards, 
so only use them as a source 
of amusement if you are really 
bored. 


4 


4 


Conserve your oxygen. Even 
in environments with an air 
recycling system, oxygen can be 
limited, so keep your breathing 
at a slow, steady pace. Remain 
calm. Failing to remain calm 
could result in your grisly, 
gruesome death, so whatever 
you do, do not panic. Panicking 
will only serve to accelerate 
your oxygen consumption and 
make your already likely demise 
a certainty. If you want to 
avoid dying, painfully, alone, 
in the cold darkness of space, 
gasping desperately as freezing 
oblivion silences your pathetic 
hopes and dreams ... relax. 


5 


5 


Remain positive at all times. 
Maintain a cheerful attitude 
even in the face of adversity. 
Remember: when you're smiling 
the whole world smiles with 
you, but when you're crying 
you're in violation of fleet¬ 
wide morale codes and should 
report to your superior officer 
for disciplinary action. 



6 



6 . 


Be mindful of your personal 
hygiene. Begin every day with 
a shower, and remember to brush 
your teeth at least four times 
a day. 



Flossing is optional, though. 
You have bigger things to worry 
about. 
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8 


Magnetic boots, mooring teth¬ 
ers, and propulsion maneuvering 
units are strongly recommend¬ 
ed for any and all extrave¬ 
hicular activities. There may, 
however, be tasks during which 
these safety measures may prove 
to be counterproductive, inef¬ 
fectual, dreary, distracting, 
and/or damaging to your repu¬ 
tation. Evaluate on a case-by- 
case basis. 


9 


When knowledge and ability 
aren't enough, rely on per¬ 
sistence and stimulants. 



The goal of survival is to stay 
alive until you reach help 
or help reaches you. Part of 
your response to any emergency 
situation should be to assess 
which is more likely on a 
logistical, psychological, and 
metaphysical level. 
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11 


Patience is a virtue. 

Manners maketh man. 

Cleanliness is like godliness. 

Death is not impressed by any 
of them. 
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12 . 

A change from mental activity 
to physical activity, or vice 
versa, can be an effective way 
to trick yourself into doing 
more work. 


12 



If you can't be hopeful about 
something, try making a bet. It 
will at least get you invested. 
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14 . 

Free your mind. Allow it to 
wander onto parts unknown, and 
to discover the uncharted lands 
beyond the horizon. 


14 



Just be ready to bring it back 
as soon as it's time for your 
performance review. 


15 


16 


If it's stupid but it works, it 
isn't stupid. 


16 



REMEMBER I 

If you have to ask, then the 
answer is no, you did not just 
see that, and no, it does not 
concern you. 


17 



Getting out of a tricky 
situation requires a sound 
and rational approach. If you 
are not thinking clearly, you 
will not be able to make the 
decisions that will probably 
save your life. So the first 
step in any scenario is to 
think right. 

Are you thinking right? Could 
you tell if you weren't? 


Is this a trick question? 



Unless you are on a rotational 
axis, what goes up doesn't 
always come down. Verify the 
stability of your surroundings 
and the functionality of your 
gear before undertaking any 
advanced maneuvers, especially 
ones on the exterior of the 
spacecraft. 

REMEMBER THE RHYME I 

Crew members who prepare 
keep breathing air! 


19 


20 . 

If at first you don't succeed, 
isolate all possible points of 
failure and eliminate them. 


20 


21 


Be sure to complete your assigned 
duties and station maintenance 
tasks before worrying about 
anything and everything else. 


21 



Explosives - like most things 
- are best in moderation, es¬ 
pecially in the delicate en¬ 
vironment of long-term space- 
flight. Proceed with caution. 


22 



Restrain yourself to using only 
the minimum amount of resources 
that are absolutely necessary 
to accomplish a day's work. 
Reduce, reuse, ration. Hunger 
is only a feeling. 


23 



Don't pick at that. 


24 



Mind over matter. 
Especially dark matter. 


25 



You've accepted a job you can't 
walk away from. Remember that 
before attempting to storm out 
of an airlock. 


26 



Everyone dies. 82.3% of crew 
members who remind themselves 
of this fact at least five 
times a day panic and get more 
done. 


27 



In a high risk environment, 
act as though you were a small 
child: eat well, take naps, 
don't let yourself say mean 
things, and constantly demand 
attention from those who are 
supposed to be looking out for 
you. 


28 


29 


A hot potato is just that: a 
hot potato. The kitchen is no 
place to play games. 


29 



Have some class. 


30 


31 


If you don't prioritize, you're 
going to have huge problems. 
So just remember the important 
things in life: air, water, 
heat, feelings of comfortable 
superiority to others, food, 
personal fulfillment. 
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When in doubt, remember: Today 
is your day. You' re off to Great 
Places! You're off and away! 



Repeat the above as necessary 
to resolve any emotional, 
psychological, or spiritual 
distress. 


32 



Never make the same mistake 
twice. Have your mistakes peer- 
reviewed by up to six leaders 
in your field, just to be sure 
they actually are mistakes. 


33 



Objects are defined by cer¬ 
tain attributes. Any new ob¬ 
jects defined in terms of old 
ones inherit all their attri¬ 
butes. That's why titles are 
important. 


34 



Evolutionarily speaking, you 
are always looking for trouble. 


35 



You can only do so much about 
lag time. 


36 



They already know what a taste 
of their own medicine tastes 
like. It's theirs. Develop 
new, more effective medicines 
to keep them from being so mean 
to you next time. 


37 



Don't be intimidated by how 
many things you'll miss that 
your A.I. Autopilot will no¬ 
tice. Remember, your brain 
chooses to ignore seeing your 
nose most of the time. We can't 
program you to have perfect 
situational awareness. So we 
created something that does. 


38 


40 


A running head start will not 
work in outer space. 


39 


41 


In the event of a fire, please 
yell, "Fire!” to engage the 
sprinkler system, even if the 
fire happens to take place in 
a crowded theater. 



In case the sprinkler system 
does not engage immediately, 
remember that you signed away 
your rights to sue us or any of 
our subsidiaries. 





40 



Looking for the upside only 
makes sense when you know for 
sure which way is up. 


41 



Wishing things into existence 
is a terrible strategy for 
mission-critical objectives. 


42 



Always let your superior have 
the last word. 


43 


46 


Do not store anything in the 
air vents you do not want to 
breathe. 


44 


47 


It's never too late to 
your life forever. 
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45 


48 


Always use the right tool for 
the job. 



The right tool is always a 
hammer. 



46 


Anything can be used as a 
hammer. 


51 


The station intercom system is 
not intended for the dispatch 
of entertainment programs. 
Limit yourself to authorized 
announcements only. 


47 



Direct pressure is the most 
effective way to stop external 
bleeding. 



Peer pressure is the most 
effective way to stop any and 
all horsing around. 


48 



Fire safety comes down to 
being just a little better at 
putting out fires than you are 
at setting them. 


49 


55 . 

A thank you note means more 
than you think it does. 


50 



The divide between fun and 
mandatory fun is not as wide 
as you think it is. 


51 


57 


Sometimes, less is more. 

Except for all the times more 
is more. 


52 


58 


• I 


Since the advent of A.I. 
Autopilots, we no longer need 
you to conserve power. Lights 
will turn off when you're not 
using them, power will be 
withheld from the comms system 
during sleep cycles, and your 
living quarters' life support 
system will be disconnected 
from the station's electrical 
grid in the case of your death. 



53 



It's surprising how often 
satisfaction and productivity 
rest on the development of a 
secret code for everything you 
resent about your job. 


54 



This tip intentionally left blank. 


55 


61 


You never know when you'll need 
to rely on your team. Be the 
kind of crewmate others would 
follow anywhere - even if only 
out of curiosity. 


56 



Different people perform bet¬ 
ter under different supervi¬ 
sory circumstances, and it's 
important to know which en¬ 
vironment best suits your su¬ 
pervisory skills. Fortunately, 
every possible environment can 
be found on board your space 
station, so no excuses. 


57 



If you have to choose, it's 
preferable to be technically 
sound and socially terrible. 


58 



All sports are organized. 


59 


65 . 


NO SUDDEN 
MOVEMENTS. 


60 



Real courage takes strength. 

This is why we recommend a 
high-protein diet. 


61 


67 


Pleasure is the enemy of joy. 
Make sure you pick a side. 


62 



There are limits to what the 
human body can take in any pe¬ 
riod of time. Please be mind¬ 
ful that you do not overwork 
yourself. 



Unless you have explicit orders 
to do so. 


63 


70 . 

You are 
billion 
success. 


the result of 3.8 
years of evolutionary 
Start acting like it. 


64 


71 


With enough effort, 
objects can be sharpened. 


most 


65 



Without gravitational fric¬ 
tion, the only thing you can 
really "lean in” to is the walls 
of your station. This usually 
results in painful bruising, 
which is why we've installed 
all the padding. 


66 


73 . 

You can change your name, but 
only we can change your rank. 


67 


74 


There is a wrong way to eat an 
Oreo. A very, very wrong way. 
Experiment at your own risk. 


68 



Get your A.I. to fix it, and 
it's fixed for now. Learn to fix 
it yourself, and you've wasted 
all the time you could've saved 
by getting the automated system 
to do it for you. 

REMEMBER: 

Self-improvement is not one of 
the mission parameters. 


69 



Restrict all flatulence to the 
latrines. 


70 



Make sure you are very famil¬ 
iar with the layout of your 
station. No part of it should 
remain a mystery. 

Well, maybe one part. It's ex¬ 
citing to have something to 
discover. 


71 



Prepositions matter. Master 
the difference between "get 
on,” "get to," and "get with." 
Proper nouns are negligible. 


72 



Climb every mountain. Ford 
every stream. Harrison every 
Ford. But don't trust that 
the walls of this ship will 
be enough to save you during a 
solar flare. 


73 



Conservation now 
hard choices later. 


alleviates 


74 


81 


Life is like a box of 
chocolates. 

Space is like an endless void. 


75 



The best things in life are 
free. This is not true of space 
travel. The best things in 
space travel are as expensive 
as they need to be to withstand 
extreme conditions. 


76 



Actions speak louder than 
words. 

Mysterious accidents speak 
louder than actions. 

Nothing speaks in outer space. 



77 



84 . 


NO WORK IS EVER 
WASTED. 


78 



Accept yourself as you are, 
warts and all. 

Unless, of course, you have 
literal warts. The face is one 
of the most prominent potential 
sites of infection, and you 
should report to medical to 
have that checked immediately. 


79 


86 


The only unfair fight is the 
one that you lose. 


80 



The games of Jeopardy and 
Lethal Jeopardy have exactly 
one thing in common: the winner 
is usually the person who's 
quickest on the draw. 


81 



When your body is constantly 
moving in the frictionless 
environment of zero gravity, 
you can never actually just 
lie down and wait. 


82 



Keep one eye open. 



But remember that it doesn't 
always have to be your eye. 


83 


91 


It's not rocket science. Until 
it is. 


84 



To get anything done, you have 
to know the difference between 
doing your best and being a 
perfectionist. You also have 
to know that survival in deep 
space requires perfection. 


85 



Being in love makes you lazy. 
Being in space makes you 
constantly aware of all the 
things that can kill you. 
Balance appropriately. 


86 



Everything happens for a 
reason. That the reason is 
not comprehensible by modern 
science or Newtonian physics 
does not mean it is not there. 


87 



It may be a dog-eat-dog world, 
but it's a man-eat-man universe 
out there. You have more than 
enough rations to see you 
through your mission, but be 
ready. Just in case. 



In the event of a life-or- 
death emergency, you may face 
a choice that goes beyond the 
authority of your rank. If you 
cannot contact your superiors 
at Canaveral for clearance, 
just do your best. 


Expect a court-martial upon 
your return. 



There are no lucky stars and 
no unlucky stars. There is 
only the star you are orbiting 
around. 


90 



The only time you have too much 
fuel is when you're on fire. 


91 



Anything you deem dangerous 
enough to be worth shooting 
is worth shooting twice. 
Ammunition is limited in space 
but your life is even rarer. 


92 


100 


Your irrational anxieties are 
generally the most resilient 
because you can't logic your 
way out of them. 


93 


101 


In an ideal world, you and your 
crew would share a sense of 
camaraderie and togetherness. 

In a pinch, a shared delusion 
of unity will do. 


94 


102 


Keep in mind that you have pre¬ 
conceived notions about how 
things should look and sound, 
which may not relate to phe¬ 
nomena you haven't experienced 
yet. 


95 


103 


Apropos of nothing, that weird 
noise is probably fine. 



96 


104 


It's scarier to fall in space 
than it is on Earth - mostly 
because you don't land. 


97 


105 


You cannot skip ahead without 
falling behind. 


98 


106 


Certainty is the enemy of 
growth. That's why so much of 
your mission is need-to-know. 


99 


107 


If the success of your mission 
comes down to random chance, 
consider yourself lucky. 


100 


108 


If you feel your survival is 
at risk, your brain and its 
evolutionary psychology will 
want you to act selfishly. Just 
remember, you're more likely 
to survive long term with more 
of your crew. Resist any urge 
to repurpose them into caloric 
sustenance, no matter how 
delicious they may seem at the 
time. 


101 


109 


If it sounds like a duck, 
walks like a duck, and smells 
like a duck, you're likely 
experiencing isolation-related 
hallucinations. 

Report to the med bay A.S.A.P. 


102 


110 


It's important to establish a 
contingency plan of action for 
scenarios in which you may not 
be able to communicate with 
fellow crew members. We high¬ 
ly recommend that your C.P.A.s 
include essential equipment, 
rally points, linkup proce¬ 
dures, security concerns, and 
petty gossip. 


103 


Ill. 


In a tight spot, there is no 
substitute for a little old- 
fashioned elbow grease. 


104 


112 


Try to look good in as many 
dimensions as possible. 


105 


113 


Nail clippings can drift away 
from you and go all over 
the station. Please contain 
grooming activities to secure 
environments. 


ywA? +£ 





106 


114 


Do or do not. 

There is no try. 

Do whatever it is that we sent 
you up there to do. 

And well. 

Or do not come back. 


107 


115 


Meditation is recommended for 
astronauts. The place in space 
to find grace is between your 
ears. 


108 


116 . 


DON’T 

OVERPROMISE. 


117 


When you have breakfast with 
crewmates, you're getting to 
hang out with astronauts. 

That's so cool, right? 


110 


118 


When you need an extra minute 
to think in a group setting, 
propose a riddle. 

We recommend: 

"I start and end with a T and 
that's all I have in me." 


111 


119 


Space is the one thing that 
doesn't have to compensate for 
something. 


112 


120 


Understand that people's 
strengths and weakness can come 
from surprising places. 

You can't spell "procrastinate" 
without "pro." 


113 


121 


"Is there a better way to fly 
than Delta?" 

No. That is precisely the reason 
we acquired them in 1990. 

Remember that. It may save your 
life someday. 

Someday. 


114 


122 


A comet is a body of ice, rock, 
and dust orbiting around the 
sun. An asteroid is an object 
made of rock or metal larger 
than a boulder orbiting the 
sun. A meteoroid is a small 
rocky or metallic object 
that originates from a comet 
or asteroid. A meteor is a 
meteoroid that burns up inside 
a planet's atmosphere. And a 
meteorite is a meteoroid that 
does not burn up before making 
impact on the planet's surface. 

There. Now you can settle any 
debates and get back to work. 


115 


123 


A little bit of planning goes a 
very long way, but you'll nev¬ 
er be able to plan as much as 
the team of technicians, sci¬ 
entists, and experts who sent 
you up there in the first place. 
Don't waste time overthinking 
your mission parameters. 


116 


124 


Eyes are greater than ears 
are greater than fingers are 
greater than noses. 

If you must, lose them in that 
order. 


117 


125 


Speak up in conversations about 
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs. 


118 


126 


Your oxygen replenisher can be 
the difference between a comedy 
and a tragedy. 


119 


127 


Hippies got one thing right. 


128 . 


We recommend you figure out 
what it is. 


120 


129 


Watch out for anyone coming up 
above or behind you. Situational 
awareness is key in preventing 
stubbed toes, knocked knees, 
and casual betrayal. 


121 


130 


If you find yourself alone in 
the engine room, lock the doors 
as you work. A locked door 
can be broken into from the 
outside if you find yourself 
in need of rescue, but an open 
door does nothing to stop the 
fireball that just turned you 
into charcoal from destroying 
the entire station. 


122 


131 


Use a casual, conversational 
tone to mask, ameliorate, 
or cushion any feelings of 
discomfort or anxiety you 
experience. 

FOR example: 

All your life, you've been 
training for this moment. At 
least, we... we're pretty sure you 
have. We, err, we hope you have? 
Yes. Sure. Because otherwise... 
well, let's not focus on the 
negative. 


123 


132 


Better days are not necessarily 
ahead, which is why gratitude 
journaling is highly recom¬ 
mended for all on-duty offi¬ 
cers . 


124 


133 


Creativity happens within con¬ 
straints. However, it also 
happens within a very partic¬ 
ular structure. Namely, we're 
creative, you're constrained. 
Just follow the mission guide¬ 
lines, please. 


125 


134 


Fear itself is far from the 
scariest thing in space. 

Consider, just for starters, the 
experience of being molecularly 
compressed by a black hole. 

Repeat as necessary until the 
abstract concept of fear is in 
the thirtieth percentile of 
scary things. 


126 


135 


If you don't stop scratching, 
it's never going to fully heal. 


127 


136 


Corners are often overlooked 
as storage opportunities for 
small objects and personal 
effects. 

Just because you're in outer 
space doesn' t mean you shouldn' t 
save space. 


128 


137 


Liquids form a sphere in zero- 
gravity, and they are tons of 
fun to play with. But play with 
caution. Airborne Tang plays 
poorly with mission critical 
hardware. 


129 


138 


It's never time for a 
conspiracy. 


139 . 


It's always time for a 
conspiracy theory. 


130 


140 


Dress to impress. You never 
know when you might find your¬ 
self in a position that might 
help you advance and/or end up 
in a tragic, grisly accident 
involving large machinery. Ei¬ 
ther way, you'll want to look 
your best. 


131 


141 


Don't look directly into stars. 


132 


142 


AS C.S. LEWIS TAUGHT US: 

"We are mirrors whose bright¬ 
ness is wholly derived from the 
sun that shines upon us." 

You are currently orbiting 
around a star whose properties 
are not fully known. Things may 
get weird. 


133 


143 


It's okay to scream. 


134 


144 


It is incredibly freeing to have 
a long-term goal and recognize 
that you're never going to get 
all the way there. You're all 
the way here! 


135 


145 


Art can be a wonderful stress- 
relieving activity. 

After extensive psychologi¬ 
cal testing demonstrated that 
stress is a performance en¬ 
hancer, we have chosen not to 
include any art supplies in 
your mission supplies. 


136 


146 


While the two inevitabilities 
in life are death and taxes, it 
is imperative that you complete 
your tax return before death. 
So, if it's March and the heat 
shields need repair, consider 
sitting this one out until your 
affairs are in order. 


137 


147 


Do NOT fight the power during 
the course of your mission, 
whether they be your commanding 
officer or the electrical gen¬ 
erators. Both will end poorly 
for you. 


138 


148 


However tempted you might be, 
you can't make a called shot 
with a flamethrower. 

Trust us. 


139 


149 


Pack extra paperclips. 


150. 


Rarely use them for paper. 


140 


151 


You would be surprised how 
useful a single sock can be in 
an emergency. 


141 


152 


You owe someone a complete 
education. Pick both the person 
and the topic wisely. 


142 


153 


It is far better to manage 
your waste internally than 
externally. Act accordingly. 


143 


154 


You have to prepare for the 
thousand things that will never 
happen in order to be ready for 
the one thing that does. 


144 


155 


A captaincy is a duty, an 
obligation, and a pleasure. 
Whether you are captaining or 
being captained, take whatever 
steps are necessary to ensure 
it remains that way for the 
duration of your deployment. 


145 


156 


It takes constant practice to 
overcome fear, and you should 
always be ready to confront 
that which unnerves you. 

This is why we've stored an 
undisclosed number of things 
on your station we know you're 
afraid of. 


146 


157 . 


PACE, 

PACE, 

PACE! 


147 


158 


No one here is in charge of 
your happiness. 


148 


159 


A man said to the universe: 
"Sir, I exist!” 

"However,” replied the 
universe, 

"The fact has not created 
in me 

A sense of obligation." 
-STEPHEN CRANE 


149 


160 


Thinking is only so 
Instinct and practiced 
get more done. 


useful. 
reflex 


150 


161 


The friends we made along the 
way is never the answer, unless 
those friends are willing to 
sign standard non-disclosure 
agreements. 


151 


162 


We have no idea what's outside 
of the visible universe, but 
we do know that it's pulling 
chunks of galaxies away at 
astonishing speeds. 

There's something out there. 
Something beyond. 

Anyway, remember to secure your 
tether before doing any main¬ 
tenance outside the station. 


152 


163 


Space is not the place to work 
out long-standing psychological 
issues. 


153 


164 


Snitches get stitches 
finches get twitches, 
and liches get riches 


154 


165 


No victory comes without suf¬ 
fering, so decide how import¬ 
ant victory is to you. 





155 


166 


Communication is more important 
than courage. 


156 


167 


Trust that you are in good 
hands. 


157 


168 


If you shoot for the moon and 
land among the stars, you have 
violated your mission parame¬ 
ters and wasted valuable com¬ 
pany resources. 


158 


169 


Smile as often as you can, but 
don't tell others to do so. 
High morale is built on respect 
for others and the knowledge 
that you would have slightly 
more energy and will to live in 
an emergency. 


159 


170 


Don't be stingy with yourself. 


160 


171 


Remember: no matter what the 
odds are, no matter what 
obstacles are in the way, life 
finds a way. Life always finds 
a way. 



As long as you are alive, we 
expect you to find a way. No 
excuses. 


161 


173 


If you can strap yourself to 
a 4.5 megaton bomb that will 
launch you far, far away from 
everyone you've ever known or 
loved, you can handle latrine 
duty. 


162 


174 


The sense that you are noticing 
patterns or seeing signs is 
one of the first indicators of 
brain damage. 

Or of regular meditation. 


163 


175 


Managing expectations is a key 
concern of effective communi¬ 
cation . 


164 


176 


Daytime naps are known to 
improve memory; this is useful 
both in situations where you 
have something you really want 
to remember, and in situations 
where you have something you 
really want to forget. 


165 


177 


In the unlikely but possible 
case of a power outage, having 
your night vision gear with you 
can be the difference between 
life and death and gruesome 
death. 


166 


178 


Most body heat is lost through 
your head. Act accordingly. 


167 


179 


Yes, that hat does look stupid. 
Act accordingly. 


168 


180 


Time is a choice. 

You've chosen to spend yours 
doing what we tell you to do. 


169 


181 


Six foods that have been 
shown to improve your mood are 
salmon, lentils, eggs, avocado, 
blueberries, and almonds. 


170 


182 


Smiling for twenty seconds 
straight can improve your mood. 


171 


183 


Under rare circumstances, the 
gravitational field of a blue 
giant star will cause the old 
mechanic's adage of "lefty 
loosey, righty tighty” to be 
reversed. 

In such a situation, we refer 
to the alternative: "lifty 
schwifty, rifty fifty.” 


172 


184 


Used in moderation, fear is an 
extremely effective stimulant. 


„ OH ^ 



173 


185 


Loneliness is a common com¬ 
plaint among astronauts. Early 
research suggests that disclos¬ 
ing these feelings to a trust¬ 
ed crew member, in your logs 
or in a personal journal, pro¬ 
duces an effective - if false 
- sense of connection. 


174 


186 


You can run, but you can't hide 
from your own mortality. 


175 


187 


Self-improvement is not con¬ 
sidered necessary - or even 
important - to any mission's 
core objective(s). 

Points for trying, though. 


176 


188 


Positive self-talk is encour¬ 
aged, while indulging neurot¬ 
ic, self-loathing thoughts 
that reduce you to a pathetic 
clod of insignificance is not. 


177 


189 


Determine if you are more 
afraid of physical pain or 
public humiliation. 


178 


190 


If you want to really know what 
a person is like, ask them how 
they think you can get rid of 
the hiccups. 



]f\ 
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179 


191 


Notice signs of deteriorating 
health among your teammates 
and intervene before it's 
too late. Agitation, lack of 
concentration, and rhyming too 
much can all lead to mistakes 
that impact the entire crew. 


192 


Make sure you understand how 
plumbing works. 

Which plumbing? 

All the plumbing. 


181 


193 


You can fool all people some of 
the time and some people all of 
the time, but you can't fool 
biometric scanning. 

Ever. 


182 


194 


Winking can be misinterpreted. 
It often is. 

We recommend it for precisely 
that reason. 


183 


195 


REMEMBER l 

You can know a lot about one 
thing, but you can never know 
everything about anything. 

Your job is to know exactly what 
we want you to know, exactly 
when we want you to know it. 


184 


196 


Characteristics of a good order 
include clarity, specificity, 
brevity, and loopholes. You 
never know how improvisation 
can impact a scene. 



185 



197 


Mediocrity is a reason for poor 
performance, not an excuse. 


186 


198 


If conflict seems imminent, 
don't forget to size up your 
physical condition. It'll help 
you pick on someone your own 
size. 


187 


199 


Confront reality head on. You 
cannot succeed if you don't know 
what the obstacles are. Hope can 
bring strength, but ignorance 
makes death inevitable. 



up 




200 


For pathos, focus on characters 
and relationships. For levity, 
focus on action and objects. 


201 


The only thing you have to fear 
is ■ 


190 




202 


Facsimile is sufficient pro 
vided the original was world 
class to begin with. 


203 


Experience can be simulated 
and - quite frankly - wisdom 
has been overrated ever since 
that was true. 


192 


204 


Few things are as satisfying as 
doing what you were put on Earth 
to do. However, remember that 
you are no longer on Earth. As 
the ones that put you where you 
currently are, we get to tell 
you what you were put there to 
do, and you get to do it. 

Feel satisfied . 


193 


205 


If you need to tell a lie, 
include an embarrassing detail. 
Everyone will believe something 
that makes you look foolish. 


194 


206 


Singing in the shower can help 
boost your mood, lower your blood 
pressure, and reduce stress. 
However, beware retaliation 
from anyone in earshot. 


195 


207 . 


YELLOW IS 


THE MOST 



AGGRAVATING 

COLOR. 



196 


















208 


If you are given access to 
the lab, remember the three 
simple rules of biological 
experimentation: 

1. Measure twice, cut once; 

2. Don't eat where you work, 
and ; 

3. Don't get attached to your 
samples. 


197 


209 


The best way to learn from a book 
is to write a 500-word summary 
of its meaning, technique, and 
effect on you as a reader. 


210 . 

If you're not already doing 
so, we strongly advise you to 
employ the techniques outlined 
in the preceding entry on this 
book. 


198 


211 


The phrase, "we strongly ad¬ 
vise, " has a thousand meanings... 
but really, only one. 


199 


212 


Don't meet your heroes. 


200 


213 


Advice is a dangerous gift, 
even from the wise to the wise. 
This is why a paramilitary 
structure with clear chain of 
command and ordering mechanisms 
is imperative in a high-stress 
environment like outer space. 


201 


214 


If you suspect someone is fol¬ 
lowing you, try to make con¬ 
tact with another crew member 
as quickly as possible. 

If you are able to locate one 
of your fellow crew members,it 
is statistically likely that 
nothing if amiss and you're 
just being paranoid. Put these 
thoughts out of your head and 
get back to work. 

If, however, you cannot locate 
anyone, not even your A.I. Au¬ 
topilot, who doesn't answer 
back no matter what you do or 


202 


how loudly you scream, then 
your suspicions are probably 
correct. 

Lead them on a good chase. 

You have a limited amount of 
time. 


203 


215 


Focus on the here and the now. 
There' s so much you can' t control 
and so much you can't change. 
It's always more productive to 
stay present, even when that 
present is the bone-chillingly 
lifeless oblivion of space. 


204 


216 


There's one reason a work party 
can't also be a work par-tay. 
One very particular reason. 




205 



217 


The more you change, the more 
you stay the same. 

Unless you start messing around 
with genetics. 

Then it gets weird quick. 


206 


218 


Don't forget to breathe. 


207 


219 


You must remain within the 
budget. Pray to the budget. 
Worship the budget. The budget 
cannot exist unless you believe 
in the budget. Love the budget. 
There is an eternal bond between 
you and the budget. Don't fudge 
the budget. 


208 


220 


When you've got a gun, everybody 
pays attention. 


209 


221 


Home is where the heart is. 

Also oxygen, water, and food¬ 
stuffs . 


210 


222 


Want to hear a fun fact about 
cats? People who laugh can 
tolerate less physical and 
emotional pain in their lives 
than cats. 

Be like a cat. 


211 


223 


As an equal opportunity em¬ 
ployer, we do not discriminate 
against people who technical¬ 
ly consented to experimental 
products and services. 


212 


224 


For you, death may be the end. 

However, for your friends and 
loved ones, death is just the 
beginning of a bureaucratic 
nightmare as they fruitlessly 
try to get the full value of 
your insurance policy. 

Save them precious resources in 
their time of grief: tell them 
to settle while you're still 
here. 


213 


225 


Don't sweat the small stuff. 
Unless the small stuff is a 
breakout of highly infectious 
and deadly microorganisms. In 
that case, sweating may buy you 
precious minutes before they 
penetrate your nervous system. 


214 


226 


If you find yourself in a 
hostage situation and you 
notice that you're the one 
with the hostages, maybe take 
some deep breaths and relax 
for a moment. If you can avoid 
getting shot, there's a non¬ 
zero chance everyone will 
agree this was all just a big 
misunderstanding. 


215 


227 


Like cherry blossoms 
rule and regulation 
unique beauty to the 
its design. 

Every single one. 


every 
has a 
form of 


216 


228 


Your body takes twenty minutes 
to recognize you're full, ten 
minutes to recognize you're 
dehydrated, and 2.25 seconds 
to recognize you've failed. 

Plan your day accordingly. 


217 


229 


Ambiguity should be avoided if 
at all possible, but momentary 
confusion does offer valuable 
opportunities for developing 
your critical thinking skills, 
sense of personal discretion, 
and tolerance for art cinema. 


218 


230 


Leprechauns are not real. 



DO NOT INTERACT WITH ANYTHING 
YOU SUSPECT MIGHT BE A 
LEPRECHAUN. 


219 


232 


In the digital age, it is more 
important than ever to engage 
your digits in your mental 
work. That is why we've sent 
up five notebooks, three blue 
pens, and one pink pen with 
you on your journey. Use them 
wisely. 


220 


233 


pro tip: 

Survival is a necessity, not 
an accomplishment. 

Treat these guidelines as the 
bare minimum of what will be 
expected of you during your 
deployment. Strive to rise far, 
far above them. 


221 


234 


One sleepless night is the 
cognitive equivalent of being 
intoxicated. This is why we 
regulate station cycles not in 
terms of night and day, but 
your station's orbit around 
your star. 

Now, get beak too workk! 


222 


235 


In all seriousness, workplace 
intoxication is not a laughing 
matter. You will be disciplined 
to the fullest extent of compa¬ 
ny policy if found overtired, 
drunk, melancholic, existen¬ 
tially self-absorbed, high, et 
cetera. 


223 


236 


Pineapples are not a single 
fruit, but a group of berries 
that have fused together to 
become stronger and deadlier. 

Emulating their acidic mighti¬ 
ness is called teamwork! 


224 


237 


Sure, the allure of failure 
endures. But as you mature, 
and become less insecure or 
demure, you may conjecture that 
to procure is the cure. 


225 


238 


One man's wastewater is anoth¬ 
er man's backwash. But neither 
of these men should be let on 
board the ship. 


226 


239 


Just because someone suggests a 
psychopathic solution doesn't 
mean it isn't the right one. 


227 


240 . 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOU DID. k I k 


228 



241 . 




Yes, it 

would 

be 

the perfect 

solution 

to 

all of your 

problems, 

, and 

no, 

we will not 

send you 

any more 

duct tape. 


229 


242 


Thinking about a problem from 
a different point of view can 
yield results you wouldn't no¬ 
tice otherwise, and is as easy 
as flipping upside down. You're 
in space! 


230 


243 


Give yourself permission to cut 
off negative people from your 
life, and surround yourself 
with those who bring out the 
best in you. This, of course, 
will only be relevant once 
you're back on Earth. Right 
now you're stuck. 


231 


244 


A text requires context, which 
is why you don't have a phone. 
Go talk to people. 


232 


245 


There are no mistakes, only 
missed opportunities to have 
kept all of your limbs. 


233 


246 


Contrary to popular belief, in 
space someone can absolutely 
hear you scream. Specifically, 
the rest of your crew can hear 
you scream. As can the A.I. 
Autopilot of your craft. 

The point is: keep it down. 


234 


247 


Ideas are a dime a dozen, so 
it's all about getting there 
first. Execution is king. 


235 


248 


If you are approached by a man 
with a moustache named Randall 
who claims to have come on 
board to repair your security 
systems, ask him whether or not 
he enjoys tennis. 

If he answers "yes," this is 
the right Randall and should 
be allowed to make repairs. 

If he answers "no," this is an 
imposter who should be shot on 
sight. 


236 


249 


It is inadvisable to attempt 
non-regulation maneuvers be¬ 
cause you "saw it in a movie 
once. ” 


237 


250 


In general, friendships are 
time and resource intensive - 
and thus inadvisable. 


238 


251 


If you are not qualified to run 
a particular piece of machin¬ 
ery, do not try to be a hero. 


239 


252 


Do not indulge in complaining 
more than necessary. Research 
indicates seven to twenty- 
one minutes is the optimal 
amount of time - any less 
is ineffective at producing 
the necessary catharsis for 
psychological benefit and any 
more breeds unwanted, dangerous 
resentment. 


240 


253 


Do not neglect your exercise 
program and your body will not 
slowly wither away to but a 
shadow of its former glory in a 
zero-gravity environment. 


241 


254 


You cannot (legally) cut some¬ 
one off from chocolate. 


242 


255 


Who shoots first doesn't really 
matter. You should be focusing 
on whose shooting has micro- 
fusion- reactors and A.I.- 
targeting technology. 


243 


256 


"Do everything or you might miss 
something” should only apply 
to specific mission-approved 
tasks for which you are rated 
competent. The elevator buttons 
don't do anything special if 
you push all of them at once. 



... or do they? 


244 


258 


Station supplies of embalming 
fluid shall be strictly con¬ 
trolled and regularly moni¬ 
tored for freshness. 


245 


259 


There is no greater love than 
what our legal department feels 
for employees who've signed 
their waivers. 

Please note: you signed one 
before we gave you this manual. 

Good job, fly safe. 


246 


260 


Even in space, it gets 
faster than you think. 


dark 


247 


261 


As a member of a division 
within a vast, multinational 
corporation, you can never 
bring enough to share with the 
whole class. 


248 


262 


Lists are incredibly useful 
tools. Write down the things 
you forgot to bring, and make 
a note of things you brought 
that you don't need. It'll be 
useless for now, but maybe next 
time you'll be more prepared. 


249 


263 


When faced with any task, 
remind yourself of what's at 
stake, who's counting on you, 
and of any relevant training 
you've received to cope. 

You never say "no" to an 
obstacle, you say "yes, and..." 


250 


264 


In the high seas, a boat's 
shadow attracts fish. At the 
moment, we do not have solid 
evidence that the same prin¬ 
ciple does not apply to space 
crafts and alien life. 

Just a thought. 


251 


265 


The sooner you die, the sooner 
you're forgotten. 


252 


266 


Carry a multitool on you at 
all times. You never know when 
something, or someone, is going 
to be loose, break, or need to 
be broken. 


253 


267 


It is imperative, under all 
circumstances, that you never 
forget your | 


254 



268 


The best knots, in ascending 
order, are the square knot, fig¬ 
ure eight, double fisherman's, 
timber hitch, half-hitch, gun¬ 
nel reef, clove knot, carrick 
bend, bowline, and the knot you 
didn't notice we made up. 


255 


269 


Few things in life will take you 
as far as a discriminatingly 
selective memory. Develop this 
skill. 


256 


270 


No news is good news. 

This does not apply to crew 
check-ins. 


257 


271 


Just because something isn't 
visibly glowing doesn't mean 
it is not extremely hot. Watch 
out for fire hazards. 


258 


272 


Know all the variables that are 
contributing to your burn rate: 
current quantity of oxygen, 
current moisture present (if 
any), quality and potency of 
the accelerant, and amount of 
self-worth you derive from job- 
related successes. 


259 


273 


Without privacy, there is no 
freedom. You have neither. Your 
location should be known to 
your supervisors at all times. 


260 


274 


Given the right microgravity 
conditions, the potential of 
socks as an improvised weapon 
should not be understated. 


261 


275 


Your vessel's gamma and X-ray 
radiation shielding requires 
the walls to be lead-lined. 
We recommend you do not lick 
them unless you are feeling 
adventurous. 


262 


276 


It is easier to shout "No!" 
than almost any other word in 
the English language. 


263 


277 


Leave the party while it's 
still oxygen-rich enough to 
support you. 


264 


278 


No one ever does all their own 
stunts. 


6 


H 'ftny 




265 



279 


If no mission brief is 
available for your current 
assignment or any assignments 
that may be relayed to you, you 
should confine your decision 
parameters to strapping in, 
shutting up, and not touching 
anything. 


266 


280 


If you have to choose between 
being nice and being effective, 
choose effective. 


267 


281 


If you have to choose between 
being nice and being interest¬ 
ing, choose interesting. 


268 


282 


If you have to choose between 
being nice and having that last 
cookie, choose the cookie. 


283 . 


Nice is overrated. 


269 


284 


The math never lies. 

Calculators, however, are no¬ 
toriously deceptive. Always be 
sure to double check your work. 


270 


285 


"Cosmic energy moving around" 
is the shortest possible string 
to express the fundamental 
nature of the universe - at 
least qualitatively - at time 
of printing. 


271 


286 


The quickest way to someone's 
heart is through the fourth and 
fifth ribs. 


272 


287 


No one is ever "just 
disappointed." 


273 


288 


Space is the one environment 
where you'll actually shed 
callouses. Consider all the 
opportunities, both physical 
and spiritual, you can take 
advantage of by being soft 
and squishy for the first time 
since childhood. 


274 


289 


Take care not to accidentally 
replace your onboard Sensus 
Unit with a boot drive running 
Microsoft Windows ME. We don't 
know why, but this needs to be 
continuously reiterated. 


275 


290 


If you feel it, then you be¬ 
lieve it. If you believe it, 
then you know it. If you know 
it, you can change it. This is 
exactly the kind of comforting 
sophistry that you should take 
advantage of to motivate your 
fellow crew members. 


276 


291 


Completing dangerous tasks 
you've never done in a 
dangerous environment requires 
equal parts perspiration and 
desperation. 


277 


292 


Ready or not, you better be 
great. People's lives likely 
depend on you. 


278 


293 


Overpaying will likely be 
seen as a sign of weakness or 
ignorance, and may result in 
open ridicule. 


279 


294 


Margarine is not an adequate 
replacement for butter. 


295 . 


Fear is an adequate replacement 
for loyalty. 


280 


296 


In this world, as well as any 
others you may encounter, all 
you really have are moments 
with the people around you. 
You either count them off, or 
you make them count. 


281 


297 


In order to truly master a 
skill, you have to let go of the 
little things. Like enjoying 
life. 


282 


298 


If you break down major, seem¬ 
ingly insurmountable tasks into 
smaller, simpler objectives, 
you can manage stress, build 
a sense of accomplishment, and 
lose all perspective on all 
the better ways you could be 
spending your time. 


283 


299 


You never 
will come 
ready for 


know when Mr. DeMille 
a-knocking. Always be 
your close-up. 


284 


300 


Given the choice, it's better 
to be uncertain than earnestly 
incorrect. Vacuums do not care 
about your intentions. 


285 


301 


Silent leadership - commanding 
without saying anything 
speaks louder than the cold 
vacuum of space. 

And yes, there is more to it 
than emphatically pointing at 
whatever you want your crew 
members to deal with. 


286 


302 


An appropriate application of 
humor can save lives. Explaining 
jokes can get people killed. 


287 


303 


Knife-fighting is prohibited 
during your mission. However, 
if weapons are deemed necessary 
for any reason, knives are safer 
than firearms or explosives. 


288 


304 


While in space, you may find 
yourself faced with life- 
threatening boredom. 

This is not what your pharma¬ 
ceutical rations are for. 


289 


305 


At certain points during your 
deployment, you may develop 
a sudden, overpowering urge 
to float outside your craft 
without a suit. 

Don't do it. 

If you need extra incentive, 
remember: your crew-mates are 
probably experiencing the same 
impulse, and by holding out, 
you will prove yourself fitter 
in a Darwinian sense. 


290 


306 


The strongest password is being 
the only one alive who knows 
it. 


291 


307 


Everything that is about to 
happen is technically legal. 


292 


308 


Remember the word rampant. 

Sooner or later, it will be 
important. 


293 


309 


Stretching is most effective 
when done after some light warm 
up exercises. 


294 


310 


Due to the cost-ineffectiveness 
of their volume-to-mass ratio 
and their liquid material needs, 
ice cream makers are neither 
provided nor permitted on any 
of our expeditions. Astronaut 
ice cream may not be as good, 
but the real thing is not worth 
the risk. Trust us. 


295 


311 


If you find yourself resenting 
any aspect of your work, just 
remember how much slower you're 
aging than anyone you do not 
like back on Earth. You're 
welcome. 


296 


312 


Everyone likes a tattletale. 


297 


313 


Flamethrowers are provided for 
extreme survival needs only - 
not for recreational use. Even 
if it's physically possible, 
you are not to make creme brulee 
with a flamethrower. 


298 


314 


Four of the most crucial factors 
in staying healthy are having 
adequate water and food, prac¬ 
ticing good personal hygiene, 
getting sufficient rest, and 
keeping your immunizations up 
to date. 


299 


315 


Whoever puts their flag on it 
first, owns it. 


300 


316 . 


EVERY LITTLE 
BIT COUNTS. 


301 


317 


You're never home by Christmas. 



302 


318 


It's not unusual, to be mad 
with anyone. 

It's not unusual, to be sad 
with anyone. 

But if we ever find that you've 
changed... at all... at any 
time... even a teeny little 
tiny bit... you're fired and 
we expect you to clear your 
desk by four o'clock. 


303 


319 


All interstellar communica¬ 
tions on your craft are for 
company use only. 

Personal calls will be ex¬ 
pensed from your salary, which 
typically leaves employees in 
lifelong, sometimes multi-gen¬ 
erational debt. 


304 


320 


Look to your left. 

Look to your right. 

Look behind you. 

Look above you. 

If nobody is sneaking up on 
you, you can continue reading 
this manual. 


305 


321 


Isolation does not need to be 
your enemy. Loneliness, idle¬ 
ness, and, yes, even boredom 
might summon forth skills, ap¬ 
titudes, inclinations, para¬ 
normal abilities, or imagi¬ 
native capabilities that you 
never even knew you had! 


306 


322 


Make sure you are getting 
sufficient amino acids in your 
diet. Nutrition is what you're 
made of, so corner-cutting is 
selling out on yourself. 


307 


323 


It is entirely possible that 
you have found yourself leaving 
Earth due to fraught, dramatic, 
or even traumatic circumstanc¬ 
es. If this is the case, do not 
let negative feelings prevent 
you from tending to your ba¬ 
sic needs, engaging with the 
others around you, or finding 
new sources of recreation and 
purpose. 


308 


324 


Try to overcome your wonder at 
being in a zero-gravity envi¬ 
ronment as quickly as possible. 
A prolonged state of whimsical 
amazement may have a negative 
effect on your productivity or 
on your fellow crew members' 
ability to not smack you up¬ 
side the head. 


309 


325 . 


AN ERROR IS 
NOT A DISASTER 
UNTIL YOU 
REPEAT IT. *00 


310 


326 


If you must continue being 
amazed by the wonders of space 
after your first week, restrict 
it to silent wonder. 


311 


327 


Decompression is deadly. If 
you experience decompression 
aboard your craft at any time, 
do your best to escape the room 
and seal it off from the rest 
of the craft. If it's a choice 
between escaping OR sealing 
off the room, we have already 
made that choice for you: blast 
doors will descend. 


312 


328 


There is a difference between 
an appraisal of a situation 
and an honest appraisal of a 
situation. One is a tactical 
necessity, the other is vanity. 
Learn the difference. 


313 


329 


You are expressly forbidden 
from concerning yourself with 
such trivial matters as "poor 
sportsmanship.” We sent you up 
there to win. 


314 


330 


If you experience something 
similar to motion sickness 
in your mission's early days, 
congratulations! You're part 
of 50% of the population that 
experiences space adaptation 
syndrome, or as it is commonly 
known: space sickness! 





Space sickness above 0.1 garn 
should be treated by Medical. 
Everyone else, tough it out. 


315 


332 


Your body can go three minutes 
without air, twelve days with¬ 
out food, forty-eight weeks 
without compliments. 

Ration accordingly. 


316 


333 


The book club isn't as good 
idea as you think it is. 


334 


If you must jettison a portion 
of your craft or leave any 
other waste behind, please do 
your best to send it into a 
nearby star or planet. Try to 
keep things neat. 


318 


335 


Radiation poisoning 
laughing matter. 


336 


Counting up (e.g. "On three, 
we will perform X task. One, 
two, three...") is a terrible 
mechanic for synchronization, 
leaving you vulnerable to 
interference from cultural 
differences, person-to-person 
practice, and the dreaded 
debate of, "On three or after 
three?” Counting down is a much 
more reliable method, as all 
cultures share the value and 
numerical positioning of zero. 
This is why we recommend you use 
this system to coordinate the 
lifting of cumbersome objects, 
turning of keys, starting of 
races, and executions by firing 
squad. 


320 


337 


Ce n'est pas le moment pour 
jouer. 


321 


338 


A hole in the ship is worth a 
thousand words, spoken at your 
funeral. 


322 


339 


Power outages, though danger¬ 
ous, are rarely life-threaten¬ 
ing events, provided your aux¬ 
iliary power turns on. The key 
is to keep them as temporary as 
possible. 


323 


340 


Protect yourself from dramatic 
and/or ironic twists. If 
something seems too good to be 
true, that's because it is. 


324 


341 


There is a strict "eye-for-an- 
eye” policy when it comes to 
loss of company equipment or 
infrastructure. If you are not 
sure what this means, do your 
best to never, ever find out. 


325 


342 


Say what you mean, and mean 
what you say. In accordance 
to this, the majority of your 
speech should be kept down to a 
simple, unadorned, "Yes, sir." 


326 


343 


Biological samples should be 
handled with the utmost care. 
We expect zero containment 
breaches because that would 
be the mistake of a far less¬ 
er scientist than the ones we 
hire. Isn't that right? 


327 


344 


The value of appearances is 
important - just remember that 
beauty is not a valuable use of 
your appearance. 


328 


345 


When you have to shoot, shoot. 


346 . 


When you cannot miss, don't. 
Especially when it comes to 
annual physicals. 


329 


347 


Most physical objects will hurt 
more than words if enough force 
is applied. 

Malicious intent helps, too. 


330 


348 


An apple a day is an unnecessa 
luxury. 


349 


You can have a job, a career, 
or a calling. We recommend the 
last, but require you to carry 
out the first, regardless of 
your feelings on the matter. 


332 


350 


Technically, you count as 
personal floatation device. 


351 


All of the emotions in your body 
have an evolutionary purpose 
for being there. They work for 
you, not the other way around. 
Show them who's boss. 


334 


352 


If it can't be said nicely, 
it shouldn't be said at all - 
especially if saying it won't 
save your life anyway. 


335 


353 


While you're allowed to feel 
smug, please keep any feelings 
of superiority to yourself. 
Statistical data suggests 
public displays of pride reduce 
individual productivity. 


336 


354 


Do not enter another crew mem 
ber's quarters unless explic 
itly invited to do so. 


355 


Industriousness is a virtue in 
any work environment. 

Any work environment. 


Any work environment 


338 


356 


When something scary goes bump 
in the night, bump back harder. 


339 


357 


Toilet paper may grow on trees, 
but trees don't grow on the vast 
majority of regulation crafts. 
Our rule of thumb is one square 
per Number One, four squares 
per Number Two. 


340 


358 


Trying to speak someone's 
language is one of the best ways 
to show respect and courtesy. 


341 


359 


From another point of view, 
making a mountain out of a 
molehill is an astonishing 
alchemical use of resources. 


342 


360 


There is no greater education¬ 
al tool than negative rein¬ 
forcement . 


361 . 


The bursts of unpleasant odor 
released into the station's 
air vents at random intervals 
will continue until you stop 
forgetting the previous tip. 


343 


362 


There will be times when you 
think you've caught a glimpse 
of an entirely new foreign 
reality, just on the edges of 
your peripheral vision. Ignore 
this feeling. If you are only 
at the point of thinking you 
saw it, you are not yet ready 
to see it. 


344 


363 


A great host can always tell when 
one of their guests is feeling 
uncomfortable or unhappy. 


345 


364 


Makeshift fixes only cause more 
problems. Fix once, fix right. 


346 


365 


Most issues on board arise from 
crew members not knowing what 
to do. Drill constantly. Our 
preferred drill is a rotary 
hammer drill, but we leave 
the particular type to your 
discretion. 


347 


366 


In case of allergies or other 
adverse reactions to sleeping 
pills, please be prepared with 
alternative strategies, such 
as requisitioning melatonin 
from Medical, counting sheep, 
or holding your breath just 
long enough to go unconscious. 


348 


367 


Climate control can be a chal¬ 
lenge during longer or more 
isolated deployments. If con¬ 
ditions on board your craft get 
too hot or too cold, remember: 
in actuality, there is no cli¬ 
mate in space. 


349 


368 


Your error was to err. 


369 . 

Our ears are always there, and 
never err. 


350 


370 


Acting as though you will never 
be afraid is foolish to the 
point of lunacy. Accept that 
you will be afraid, and start 
preparing to face those fears. 
The goal is not to eliminate 
fear, but to retain your ability 
to perform in spite of it. 


351 


371 


Replaceable is a powerful word. 
Repeat it in the mirror until 
you discover newfound motiva¬ 
tion anytime you're concerned 
about making a mistake. 


352 


372 


"Haters gonna hate" is an 
essential part of our company 
culture. 


353 


373 


Set your weapons to "stun." 
As in, "We are stunned at the 
suggestion that you would ever 
be provided with a weapon con¬ 
taining a non-lethal option.” 


354 


374 


Please utilize the complementary 
sensitivity training if you 
lose bodily sensation in the 
course of your mission. 


355 


375 


The cooking of clam chowder, or 
the attempt to make a dish in 
anyway resembling clam chowder, 
is strictly forbidden. 


356 


376 


Looking for the positive side 
not only improves your atti¬ 
tude, but it is also excellent 
for exercising your imagina¬ 
tive, conceptual, and compart¬ 
mentalizing skills. Always look 
on the bright side of life. 


357 


377 


"No more Mister Nice Guy” is no 
longer an acceptable response 
to challenges during the course 
of your mission. Please be gen¬ 
der inclusive and mad as hell 
by default. 


358 


378 


Frankness is underrated on 
Earth. Let's make it popular 
everywhere else. Honestly, you 
could benefit a lot by being 
more like Frank. 


359 


379 


Although it should be kept to a 
judicious minimum, improvisa¬ 
tion can be an invaluable tool 
for the resolution of various 
social, philosophical, or me¬ 
chanical quandaries. Remember 
to commit to your choices, fol¬ 
low the flow of the situation, 
and get out of your head. 


360 


380 


Your station's automated doors 
will not open if power is lost 
or if they are already open. If 
you are having trouble opening 
a door, check that it is not 
already ajar. 


361 


381 


When it comes to medicine, the 
words "recommended dosage" 
should always be respected with 
the utmost care for the letter 
of the law. 


382 . 


When it comes to feelings, 
the words "recommended dosage" 
should always be treated as a 
suggested starting point. 


362 


383 


Clear communication is more 
important than dignity. If em¬ 
barrassing hand gestures will 
get your message across more 
effectively, do not delay in 
resorting to them. 


363 


384 


The concept of "fate” is nothing 
but pure fiction. Be the author 
of your mission. Make damn sure 
there is a happy ending. For 
everyone. 


364 


385 


Cellular devices may interfere 
with your spacecraft's naviga¬ 
tion system. 


365 


386 


Stay flexible. 

This includes more than 
stretching your limbs. We've 
included three yoga mats and 
a book of Sudoku puzzles on 
board your craft. 


366 


387 


A bandage can fix a hole in 
your skin, but not your heart. 
In those cases, use a cardiac 
regenerator injection from the 
med bay. 


367 


388 


There is a difference between 
a friendly agent and one that 
doesn' t show any open hostility. 


368 


389 


Always bring a knife to a 
gunfight. Maintain the element 
of surprise. 


369 


390 


Protective gear will limit 
damage and improve your chances 
of survival. However, it's a 
poor substitute for avoiding 
harm in the first place. Focus 
on not getting hit, cut, kicked, 
burnt, or exposed to unstable 
chemical agents. 


370 


391 


Forget what you've been told. 
Preferably after you've done 
whatever we told you to do. 


371 


392 


Saving your own life at the 
expense of your mission 
objectives will be of little 
comfort upon arriving home. 

If you arrive home. 


372 


393 


Xenomorphs are entirely fic¬ 
tional. But still, that was 
some spooky stuff, right? 


373 


394 


If your craft's solar power 
generators are being blocked by 
a foreign object's occultation 
of the light from a nearby 
star, put on a sweater. You 
will feel warmer. 


374 


395 


Get to know the transitional 
areas and airlocks on your 
craft. You never know when they 
might become useful during an 
emergency session of space 
station geographic trivia. 


375 


396 . 


FEELINGS ARE 
NOT FACTS. 


376 


397 


Have a buddy system. That way, 
each member of the crew will 
know who to hold responsible 
when they make a mistake. 


377 


398 


Be careful when choosing a safe 
word. 


378 


399 . 

Keep your hands clean. 

400 . 

Keep your teeth clean. 

401 . 

Keep your clothing clean. 

402 . 

Keep your hair clean. 

403 . 

Keep your record clean. 


379 


404 


Madness is a resource. It can 
give you courage when you have 
none, certainty when nothing 
seems solid, strength when 
your physical frame is spent. 
Before you label your mission 
a failure or your situation 
hopeless, ask yourself: "Are 
we all mad here?" 


380 


405 


If you find yourself drifting in 
zero-gravity without a tether, 
there's nothing else for you 
now but to make peace with the 
inevitable. 


406 . 


With any luck, you read the 
preceding entry in advance of 
an emergency and the feeling 
currently lurking in the pit 
of your stomach is enough to 
remind you to always carry an 
emergency tether with you during 
EVAs. 


381 


407 


Flying requires great care and 
great skill in equal measure. 
Trying to impress upon others 
how much you have of one quality 
will only serve to underscore 
how much you lack of the other. 


382 


408 


The difference between a 
good idea and a bad idea is 
more contextual than content- 
related. Know the context and 
choose wisely. 


383 


409 


Writing is rewriting. 
Write that down. 


384 


410 


Nothing is accomplished by 
giving up on your future, no 
matter what the circumstances 
of your past. 


385 


411 


Confessions obtained under 
duress are not admissible in 
court. 


412 . 


What is admissible in a 
disciplinary hearing, however, 
is entirely at the discretion 
of the commanding officer. 


386 


413 


We cannot think of any scenario 
you may encounter on board your 
station where binging anything 
will be an acceptable, respon¬ 
sible course of action. 

Everything in moderation. 


387 


414 


It is the job of a leader to 
close the gap between expecta¬ 
tion and reality. 


388 


415 


Crash landings come with myriad 
risks. If possible, put on your 
seatbelt. If not, hold on to 
something. 


389 


416 


Piranhas are most dangerous in 
shallow waters during the dry 
season. 


390 


417 


It is what it is. 

Unless "it" is antimatter. Then 
it is what it isn't. 


391 


418 


Pain is just a word. Sensations 
are real. Before you just 
generically say that you are 
"in pain," pay close, detailed 
attention to what you're 
actually feeling. Express your 
so-called "pain" in a manner 
that is actually useful to your 
crewmates. 


392 


419 


Confining yourself to your 
quarters is only acceptable 
if you've been ordered to do 
so or if your ship has come 
under attack from hostiles. 
Otherwise, up and out with 
reveille! 


393 


420 


If you find yourself drowning, 
be glad you're not freezing to 
death. 



If you find yourself freezing 
to death, be grateful you're 
not burning to death. 

If you find yourself burning 
to death, in our experience, 
you deserve it. 


394 





421 


Do not operate any machinery, 
weaponry, or navigational 
equipment which you are not 
type-rated for. It is gauche. 


395 


422 


The native organisms of an 
environment have adapted 
themselves to endure, survive, 
and maybe even thrive in their 
surroundings. The same applies 
for crew members who are 
returning to active duty after 
having served in a previous 
mission, especially if they 
have previously been stationed 
in the same craft as your 
current mission. Observe their 
habits and movements closely. 
Copy them. Copy them hard. 


396 


423 


Dehydration induced psychosis 
isn't nearly as fun as the name 
would suggest. However, that 
doesn't mean it can't be fun. 


397 


424 


We have not seen a pointy red 
hat. 


425 . 


Don't ask any more questions. 


398 


426 


When in space, fire is one of 
those "only when absolutely 
necessary" solutions. 


399 


427 


Prayer has demonstrated some 
statistically significant re¬ 
sults in the most dire situa¬ 
tions . 


400 


428 


"Popular" science has its uses, 
but when in doubt, err on the 
side of disagreeable, unyield¬ 
ing, non-complacent methodol¬ 
ogy. 


401 


429 


Space diseases are ju: 
terrestrial diseases, 
much, much deadlier. 


like 

only 


402 


430 


While experience really is the 
best teacher, preparation is 
the best bodyguard. Respect 
them both. 


403 


431 


Remember where you are. No, 
this isn't a joke. Really, pay 
attention. This is important. 
Do not forget where you are. 
Whatever you do, do not let 
yourself forget where you are. 
If you forget that, there's 
nothing we can do for you. You 
will be lost and you will stay 
lost forever. 


432 . 


404 


Just kidding! There's at least 
one homing device somewhere on 
your person. 


433 


Big ideas are only big from a 
relative perspective. 


405 


434 


Where there is a will, there 
is a way. If you do not have 
a will, your existing paper¬ 
work with Goddard Futuristics 
grants us the right to handle 
your posthumous proceedings at 
will, so don't you worry about 
that. 


406 


435 


Hope is an emotion for people 
that don't have access to 
enough information. 


407 


436 


The assumption that what people 
wish for most is unfettered 
freedom, rather than limited, 
directed task management is 
just that: an assumption. 


408 


437 


Is there a limb on your body 
worth more than your life? 
Deciding before amputation 
becomes necessary will improve 
your quality of life after, 
should circumstances arise. 


409 


438 


Every problem has a solution. 
Repeat that until it feels like 
a fact. It may save your life 
one day. 


410 


439 


Don't overcomplicate things. 
Remember, every battle ulti¬ 
mately comes down to one sim¬ 
ple principle: stay alive lon¬ 
ger than the enemy. 


440 . 


While we're at it: stay alive 
longer than the enemy. 


411 


441 


In the event that automatic 
system controls are down, the 
most important manual override 
to perform is cycling oxygen. 
Clear lungs, clear head. 


412 


442 


Space has no room for waffling. 
Be decisive in your decisions 
and enjoy the pre-made pancakes 
included in commissary. 


413 


443 


Honest, direct, and constructive 
feedback should always be 
available on request. Yes, even 
about that thing. And that one. 
And, yes, even that one. 


414 


444 


"Go with the flow" only applies 
in situations where plasma is 
not present. 


415 


445 


On occasion, playing dead is 
more effective than actively 
dying. 


416 


446 


In a crisis situation, you 
will want to limit the use of 
anesthetics to local agents 
whenever possible. Do not dull 
your wits when you need them 
most. Given enough time, any and 
all uncomfortable sensations 
pass. 


417 


447 


Hearts don't break. 

They are an elastic muscle. 
If anything, they burst. 


418 


448 


If you find yourself in a time 
loop, try re-reading this tip. 


419 


449 


Never forget: the person who 
says, "It’s not a race," is 
currently winning the race. 


420 


450 


Irrational thoughts are a good 
foundation for brainstorming. 


421 


451 


Forgive and forget your parents' 
hopes for you. 


422 


452 


You can always be seen 
something. 


453 


A good strategy is a flexible 
strategy. 

Change your approaches as needed 
to better meet the physical, 
tactical, and bureaucratic 
challenges of your immediate 
environment. 


424 


454 


Master your attitude. A survival 
situation is not the time to 
panic. 

Unless contingency 43-RD/4 has 
gone into effect. In that case, 
yes, by all means, lose your 
mind. 


425 


455 


All seizures of contraband are 
disciplinary in nature. You 
are expected to surrender any 
unauthorized materials without 
argument. This includes any 
bad attitudes. 


426 


456 


BEWARE THE THREE I' S I 

1 . Indecision, 

2. Ineffectuality, and 

3. Impracticality, 

Especially in the context of a 
larger scale expense analysis 
of the operation. 


457 . 


Exhibiting signs of any of 
the Three I's (or, God help 
you, all of them) will result 
in your termination, in every 
possible sense of that word. 


427 


458 


If you really want to do 
something, you'll find a way. 


459 . 

If you really don't want to 
do something, you'll find an 
excuse. 


460 . 


We do not accept excuses. 


428 


461 


No number is ever truly random. 
There is always a pattern to 
events. If it is not immediately 
apparent, try, try again. 


462 . 

If you have not spotted the 
numerical pattern in the 
previous tip, return to the 
previous tip. Do not advance 
until you are certain that you 
have it. No cheating. We will 
know. 


429 


463 


Do not get artistic with the 
station's wiring. Wiring is 
100% more science than art. 
Remember, you've always got your 
crewmates' emotional stability 
to scratch that creative itch. 


430 


464 


At the 
whoever 


end of the day, 
wants it more. 


it' s 


431 


465 


Bad thoughts, insecurities, 
painful memories, and other 
negative mental impulses are 
not always predictable forces. 
When it rains, it pours, so 
make sure there's a good roof 
over your head. 


432 


466 


You are not too sexy for you 
spacesuit. 


467 


Nature is a formidable opponent. 


468 . 


The empty void of space is an 
even more formidable opponent. 


434 


469 


The fact that we have achieved 
environmental homeostasis 
in outer space conditions is 
irrefutable proof that we are 
even more formidable. Respect 
your opponent, but never forget 
who's on top of the food chain. 


435 


470 


If you're deciding whether 
a Magic Eight Ball is an 
appropriate decision-making 
mechanism... ask again later. 


436 


471 


Do not be the kind of person 
who asks questions that have 
already been answered. 


437 


472 


Do not be the kind of person 
who asks questions that have 
already been answered. 


438 


473 


Looking for approval outside 
yourself will always leave you 
fundamentally unvalidated. 


439 


474 


Hurt feelings ultimately hurt 
less than hurt faces. Always 
wear appropriate headgear. 


440 


475 


Bad things happen to 
people. 

Do not lengthen your odds 


good 


441 


476 


Rhetorical questions should 
only be answered if they come 
from someone with a higher rank 
than your own. 


442 


All 


There is no place like home. 
Which is legally anywhere we 
put you. You granted us that 
right. 


443 


478 


Remember: an exploding station 
may somehow fling you to safety. 
An imploding station is almost 
always guaranteed death. Just 
in case you ever have to choose. 


444 


479 


In the heat of an emergency, 
you may want to take an action 
without thoroughly thinking it 
through. Rash actions may result 
in your death, incapacitation, 
and/or spiritual dampening. 
Don't do things just to do 
things. 


445 


480 


Vitamin K is not to be confused 
with ketamine. 




C^\a G(A\VIa^ 



446 


481 


Be wary of shark attacks. 
No matter how statistically 
unlikely, one should always be 
way of shark attacks. 


447 


482 


At certain points during your 
deployment, you may come to 
question whether some of 
your fellow crew members are 
actually up to the challenges 
of life in space. Suppress 
these thoughts. There is always 
a reason for them being there. 
Nobody has no use. 


448 


483 


Water is important, 
hydrated. 


Stay 


449 


484 


Hah! We bet you stopped being 
wary of shark attacks. 


450 


485 


Hope is a form of delusion. We 
do not recommend it outside the 
domain of political campaigns. 
Please refrain from campaigning 
in any capacity aboard Goddard 
Futuristics crafts. 


451 


486 


Do not imbibe any fluids on the 
station that are not clearly 
marked for human consumption. 


452 


487 


Relief is a feeling you should 
reserve until you've returned 
to Earth. 


453 


488 


Learn to use objects around 
you for many different, varied 
purposes. 

For example, mixing aluminum 
foil with toilet bowl cleaner 
in a plastic bottle is a simple, 
low-cost way of making an air 
pressure bomb. 

Waste not, want not. 


454 


489 


High blood pressure is one of the 
leading cause of death in most 
modern first world countries. 
Take care of yourself. 


455 


490 


Give your utmost respect to 
the chain of command. If your 
commanding officer orders you 
to do something, do it. Fail¬ 
ure to adhere to the chain 
will result in appropriate 
punishment. 


456 


491 


Succeeding at the very last 
second is still succeeding. 


457 


492 


Stargazing is a beautiful hobby 
for people off duty. Do NOT be 
caught stargazing on duty. 


458 


493 


With a positive enough outlook, 
anything can be edible. 


459 


494 


Remember you have five senses. 
Five. Don't content yourself 
with how something looks during 
your reconnaissance operations. 
What does the situation sound 
like? What does it smell like? 
What can you taste? 


460 


495 


You should always have cover 
and concealment capabilities 
close at hand. Always. 


461 


496 


Emphasis should always be on 
prevention, not confrontation. 
Unless someone is really asking 
for it. 


462 


497 


Do not be embarrassed for 
not knowing something. Be 
embarrassed for not asking 
before it was too late. 


463 


498 


Fortune favors the bold. 
Capital favors the adaptive. 
Evolution favors those who can 
run really, really fast. 


464 


499 


Unless you're a celestial body, 
elegance is not one of space's 
luxuries. Be happy you have 
working toilets and a 401K. 


465 


500 


Nothing lasts forever. 


501 . 

But we're excited to see how 
far you'll go. 


466 


502 


Become familiar with the term, 
"apex predator.” It will now 
become relevant to your day- 
to-day life. 


467 


503 


While there are some interesting 
nuances to be explored, 99% of 
everything you need to know 
about nutritional science is 
covered by the phrase, "calories 
in, calories out." 


468 


504 


Your brain, on or off drugs, 
likely insufficient. 


505 


Do not get caught with your 
proverbial pants down in a 
life-or-death situation. 

Or with your literal pants 
down. 



470 



506 


Hypnotism and mesmerism are 
frowned upon as persuasive 
tools, and are well outside of 
the command-approved tactical 
rhetorical toolkit. If you 
believe a fellow crew member 
is trying to utilize these 
or other similarly coercive 
methods, report them to your 
superior officer immediately. 


507 . 


If your superior officer is 
the one employing hypnotism, 
however, you are feeling 
veeeeery sleeeeeeepy... 


471 


508 


Use your Down Time to get ready 
for Go Time. 


472 


509 


Taller astronauts (6'0"+) may 
need to watch their heads on 
older crafts. 


473 


510 


You do not need books in space 
Read this book, memorize it 
and destroy it. 


474 


511 


If the previous tip seems odd: 
congratulations! That means 
you're paying attention. This 
book is the last item on your 
station you should destroy. It 
will be pried from your cold, 
dead hands. 


475 


512 


Did we say "will" just then? We 
totally meant should. It will 
be pried from your cold, dead 
hands. Huh, wow. That's so 
funny. Let's try that again: 
this book will be pried from 
your cold, dead - gosh, what a 
silly slip-up. You know what? 
Don't worry about it. 


476 


513 


Diction and enunciation are 
oft-underrated skills. Being 
able to communicate loudly and 
clearly can be the difference 
between timely intervention 
and messy disaster. Work to 
improve your oratory skills on 
a regular basis. 


477 


514 


Freedom of expression is a core 
value of our company culture, 
and is heartily encouraged in 
all of our crafts. As long as 
its use is limited to internal 
monologues. 


478 


515 


On balance, very few observable 
events can be safely attributed 
to random chance. When evalu¬ 
ating the causes of situations 
in your environment, fall back 
on luck only after you've ex¬ 
hausted more credible candi¬ 
dates, such as malice, prof¬ 
it, philosophical differences, 
entropy, hunger, and ergonomic 
disenfranchisement. It is only 
once you have eliminated the 
impossible that the improbable 
becomes plausible. 


479 


516 


Crew responses to station 
crises should be well-organized 
and coordinated. If you panic, 
make sure it's on cue. 


480 


517 


It is easier to fix walls that 
exist than it is to build new 
ones. 


481 


518 


If you have to ask, no, 
not kosher. 


it' s 


482 


519 . 


UNDUE HASTE 
MAKES WASTE. 


483 


520 


Be wary of dripping liquids in 
your spacecraft. Liquids don't 
drip in microgravity, so if a 
liquid is dripping, something 
is probably wrong. 


484 


521 


Time, clarity, and 
are virtues in 
environments. Call 
spade. 


efficiency 
high-risk 
a spade a 


485 


522 


To ask for help is to accept, 
however implicitly, the limits 
of your own powers and abili¬ 
ties. We suggest you get very 
comfortable with those limits, 
to the point of no longer being 
made uncomfortable by them in 
any meaningful way. 

Team work, unlike your ego's 
well-being, is essential to 
mission success. 


486 


523 


Please keep your night terrors 
to a reasonable volume. 


487 


524 


Extra oxygen tanks are strictly 
for survival and should never 
be used for recreational pur¬ 
poses . 


488 


525 


Seek external validation. Your 
A.I. and superior officers are 
better judges of your character 
than you are. 


489 


526 


You may be wondering why you 
haven't been drilled on hair¬ 
pin maneuvers. That's because 
if you follow all procedures 
properly, you should never have 
to perform a hairpin maneuver. 
Discretion isn't the better 
part of valor, foresight is. 


490 


527 


Avoiding scurvy is easy peasy 
lemon squeezy, if by "easy 
peasy lemon squeezy" you mean 
consuming sufficient vitamin 
C. 


491 


528 


Any environment, no matter 
how inhospitable it may seem 
at first glance, will offer 
some exploitable resource or 
strategic advantage to those 
who approach it with enough 
creativity. No matter what box 
you're in, always think outside 
of it. 


492 


529 


The "Mission Impossible" fran¬ 
chise is banned viewing mate¬ 
rial during all deployments. 


530 . 


Yes, it's because of the name. 



No, we're not superstitious. 


493 


532 


When it comes to technical 
knowledge, skimming is often 
more helpful than deep dives. 
Your mainframe console's man¬ 
ual is 942 pages long to cov¬ 
er every scenario that might 
arise. Get better at quickly 
and effectively finding the in¬ 
formation you need rather than 
wasting valuable time memoriz¬ 
ing every detail available. 


494 


533 


Lots of small meals is a better 
caloric cadence for optimal 
glycemic needs than one large 
meal, or even three square 
ones. Breakfast, brunch, lunch, 
undern, supper, and Fourth 
Meal™ will treat an astronaut 
right. 


495 


534 . 


DON’T GO INTO 
SHOCK. 


496 


535 


You may receive a message 
thanking you for volunteering 
to participate in studies of 
a medical, psychological, or 
pharmaceutical nature. These 
sorts of things just happen 
from time to time. We wouldn't 
worry too much about them. 


497 


536 


There is a limit to the human 
eye's ability to perceive the 
absence of light. Before saying 
that something is your darkest 
hour, check with your A.I. 
Autopilot - they will be able 
to verify this fact for you. 


498 


537 


Trust your fellow crew membe 
with your life. 


538 . 


But no further. 


539 


When absolutely necessary, 
you may show concern for your 
fellow crew members. 


540 . 


Ignore the previous tip. 



500 


541 


Times of crisis can bring out 
the worst in people. 


501 


542 


In the event of a crew death by 
natural or accidental causes, 
after any necessary investi¬ 
gations have been carried out 
and any relevant organs have 
been donated, the remains of 
your former crewmate must be 
carefully dealt with. While 
the choice will ultimately 
rest with the commanding offi¬ 
cer on site, we recommend they 
be jettisoned into space, fed 
to necrophagous bacteria in 
the greenhouse, or frozen for 
further study. 


502 


543 


Delay gratification. No, even 
further than that. Keep delay¬ 
ing. More. More. Put off that 
satisfaction for so long that 
the very idea that you need 
satisfaction to do your job 
withers and dies like the er¬ 
roneous fallacy that it is. 


503 


544 


Upsetting information is un¬ 
avoidable given a long enough 
time frame. Considering sce¬ 
narios that may otherwise catch 
you off guard is like a preemp¬ 
tive strike for your psyche. 


504 


545 


Water is a harsh mistress. It 
giveth life and it taketh life 
away. Keep it confined to its 
more manageable, less demand¬ 
ing crystalline form as much 
as possible. There are those 
who believe that keeping your 
station at sub-zero tempera¬ 
tures just to avoid the hazard 
of liquid water is going over¬ 
board. Be better than those 
people. 


505 


546 


Read your Engine Repair Manual. 


506 


547 


Feed your Enemy's 
Martyr. 


Voltaire 


507 


548 


Seeing things no one else can 
see is only cause for alarm if 
it impedes your work. 


508 


549 


There's a great big beautiful 
tomorrow, shining at the end 
of every day. There's a great 
big beautiful tomorrow, and 
tomorrow is just one competent, 
accident-free mission away. 


509 


550 


A great way to start your day 
is to have never stopped the 
last one. 


510 


551 


We encourage you to keep an 
open mind at all times. Any 
scientific discoveries, even 
ones you're not explicitly 
looking for, are of great value. 
Don't rule out any possibility 
- no matter how implausible, 
outlandish, or cliche it might 
seem - until you actually have 
the evidence you need to rule 
it out. 


511 


552 


If you are contagiou 
know it, quarantine 
as best as you can 
infect anyone else. 


s and you 
yourself 
and don't 


512 


553 


Do not be so focused on achiev¬ 
ing results quickly that you 
blunder into a task without a 
full understanding of what's 
happening, what's expected of 
you, and how your actions af¬ 
fect others. Do not be afraid 
to ask clarifying questions or 
to request additional details. 
Ambiguity and imprecision re¬ 
sult in far more disasters ev¬ 
ery year than outright dis¬ 
obedience or malignant intent 
have collectively accomplished 
in the past two hundred years. 


513 


554 . 


DON'T GET ANGRY, 
GET BACK TO 
WORK. 


514 


555 


Good communication habits are 
key to continued subsistence. 
Be in touch with other crew 
members about shipboard activ¬ 
ities. Interfacing about pos¬ 
sible problems or dangers is 
the best way to anticipate and 
prevent them. 




J 


515 




556 


As boring as it may first 
appear, data entry can mean 
the difference between life 
and death. Even the smallest 
discrepancies can result in 
disaster. 


516 


557 


To protect your system from 
malware, do not plug personal 
peripherals, including smart¬ 
phones, tablets, and thumb 
drives, into the main console. 


517 


558 


Once your supplies run out, it's 
up to you and your imagination 
to find a way forward. 


559 . 


In most cases, this will mean 
using your perspicacity and 
improvisational skills to find, 
fashion, or create adequate 
substitutes. 


560 . 


518 


... but only in most cases. 
There is a time and a place to 
lean into the delusion. 


561 


When we say that we expect you 
to use all the tools at your 
disposal, that means we expect 
you to use all the tools at 
your disposal. You hear what 
we're saying? 


562 . 


If you do, get your ears 
checked. This is a book, and 
no one has said anything out 
loud. 


519 


563 


If you're at a poker table and 
you can't identify who the 
sucker is, you're in violation 
of company policy. 


520 


564 


Stubbornness, when properly 
cultivated and judiciously 
applied, may be a powerful 
tool for motivation and a rich 
source of the physical might 
you need to survive. 


565 . 


If you just did a double take 
because, hey, wait a minute, how 
can you be judicious with your 
stubbornness, isn't that like, 
by definition not something 
you can really regulate, you 
need to take a long, hard 


521 


565 (CONT.) 


look at yourself. We live in 
a wonderful era of gradients 
and multivalences, and we will 
NOT have our mission's success 
compromised just because one of 
our small-minded crew members 
still lives in the shackles of 
binary thinking! Are we clear? 


566 . 


You may want to read the above 
tip more than once. 


522 


567 


Respect the hierarchy and the 
hierarchy will - hopefully - 
not leave you to die in space 
during a full evacuation 
protocol. 


523 


568 


Reputation is everything on 
earth. It's more of a 50/50 
situation in space, however, 
with ability edging out 
pretense. 


569 . 


That said, pretense will get 
you far. 


524 


570 . 


VALUE LIVING. 


525 


571 


Psychological experiments nev 
er go up the chain of command 
They only go down. 


526 


572 


Chances are, you are not in the 
control group. 


527 


573 


Whatever you may think of 
yourself or whatever anyone 
may think about you, remember: 
you're enough of an expert to 
have made it this far. Be the 
expert we hired and everything 
will go fine 83% of the time. 


528 


574 


Plan B is not automatically 
Plan A but with twice as much 
gunpowder. 


529 


575 


Survival in space will test 
both your logic and your belief 
in any higher power. Faith and 
reason are incompatible. We 
don't care which you subscribe 
to, provided you produce 
results. 


530 


576 


"Nose goes, " is not a recognized 
method of work assignment 
unless you clearly called it. 


531 


577 


Stress is not a disease that 
you can cure. Believe us, we've 
tried. 


532 


578 


"I've got my fingers crossed," 
is not considered an accept¬ 
able contribution to emergency 
maneuvers. 


533 


579 


The Chain of Command is 
absolute, as are the Chain 
of Respect and the Chain of 
Subtle, Muted Awe. Observe them 
devotedly and meticulously at 
all times. 


534 


580 


The constellations can either 
be used for navigation, or can 
be interpreted as underwhelm¬ 
ing Pointillism. 


535 


581 


Never underestimate the power 
of electromagnetism. 


536 


582 


You may ask, is it better to 
be loved or to be feared? 

And we may answer: Yes. 


537 


583 


If you're making it look 
effortless, you're not putting 
in enough effort. Get cracking. 


538 


584 


Anger and frustration can 
be powerful motivators, but 
ultimately they are unfocused 
ones. Cold, steely resentment 
offers many of the same benefits 
without any of the mercurial 
drawbacks. 


539 


585 


Every 
mind. 


defeat 



begins 


in the 


540 



586 


Noisy crewmates are 
novelty packs of gum that 
people an electric shock: 
recipient never finds 
amusing. 


like 

give 

the 

them 


541 


587 


Learn skills as an individual, 
achieve results as a team. 


542 


588 


Shows of courtesy and polite 
queries are an efficient way 
to gain the time necessary to 
strategize. 


543 


589 


There is only so much that you 
can do to prevent yourself from 
having an emotional or impul¬ 
sive reaction. Instead, focus 
on getting yourself past un¬ 
productive knee-jerk instincts 
as quickly as possible. 


544 


590 


Measure twice, amputate once. 


545 


591 


When in doubt, always look on 
the precise side. That is, 
of course, as opposed to the 
plausible side. A second opinion 
never hurts, especially when it 
involves measurements made by 
your station's A.I. Autopilot. 


546 


592 


Newton's Laws don't make Jack 
a dull boy - but floating 
indefinitely into the abyss of 
space will. 


547 


593 


If it looks like you' re screwed, 
just remember: that can be your 
plan. 


548 


594 


Unlike the contents of the 
proverbial trip to Las Vegas, 
what happens during your time 
in space will stay with you for 
the rest of your life. If an 
opportunity arises to forget 
something, do not be too quick 
to dismiss it. 


549 


595 


Hoarding is considered 
ungentlemanly. 


550 


596 


Breathing units can help 
prevent outbreaks of airborne 
illnesses, protect you from 
carbon monoxide poisoning in 
the event of a fire, or just 
keep you safe from crew members 
with particularly aggressive 
odors. 


551 


597 


Natural disasters are natural. 
Unnatural disasters are 
interesting. 


552 


598 


Keep in mind that there is a 
difference between being very 
clever and very bored. 


553 


599 


The will to survive often comes 
down to simply refusing to give 
up. 


554 


600 . 


RESIST 
TEMPTATION. 




555 


601 


Shakespearean considerations 
should be saved for another 
time. 


556 


602 


If an unexpected incapacitation 
or death happens and you 
receive an unplanned promotion 
to a command position, you will 
be expected to carry out the 
responsibilities of your new 
office in full. 

Good thing you know what 
everyone's responsibilities 
are, right ? 


557 



603 


Fear not the fire within. 


558 


604 


Spacesuits 


are a privilege. 


Privileges can 


be taken away. 


559 


605 


You'd be surprised what you can 
live through. 


560 


606 


As noted in entry 498, fortune 
favors the bold. However, fortune 
is weaker in microgravity. 
Correct accordingly. 


561 


607 


Do not consume any beans, 
garlic, onions, or peppers in 
the twenty-four hours leading 
up to a launch or an E.V.A. 
You'll want your digestive 
system working with you, not 
against you. 


562 


608 


Bubblewrap is not an appropriate 
sealant. 


563 


609 


All good astronauts start out 
as specialists, but only great 
astronauts become generalists. 


564 


610 


Stay alert at all times. Alarms 
should act as redundancies, not 
as first warning systems. 


565 


611 


If the thought of something 
makes you smile for more than 
twenty seconds, assume it has 
been banned for the duration 
of your mission. 


566 


612 


Smoke bombs are always less 
effective than you want them 
to be. 


567 


613 


Take careful stock of your 
munitions. All mission arsenals 
are outfitted with enough 
weaponry to deal with even the 
most extreme situations, and 
even one missing item can wreak 
havoc on a station's safety, 
discipline, bank holidays, 
and/or productivity. 


568 


614 . 


When 

"it" 


in doubt, whip it out - 
beingc^Rydrochloric aci( 



GiUKerf- 



569 





615 


The laser cutters on your 
station have been designed to 
cut through anything. Use a 
lower-powered device whenever 
possible. 


570 


616 


Try not to think too much about 
how much radioactive material 
is on board your ship. Nothing 
good will come of it. 



571 



617 


Counting sheep is an effective 
method of coaxing yourself into 
sleep in a civilian setting. In 
your more heightened environ¬ 
ment, we recommend you resort 
to stronger solutions specifi¬ 
cally designed to prolong your 
REM cycle. 


572 


618 


Call and response music 
discouraged. 


is 


573 


619 . 


Always be ready to spring 
into action when an emergency 
arises. 

HOWEVER, remember: 

The work you are doing as part 
of your day-to-day routine 
represents the culmination of 
an enormous investment, both 
in terms of man-hours and 
capital. Don't be so quick 
to solve a short-term problem 
with solutions that disrupt the 
mission's long-term goals, or 
vice versa. Strive for balance 
at all times. 


574 


620 


Streamline any and all festiv¬ 
ities on board the station. 


575 


621 


We would like to point out that 
you are technically untethered 
from the constraints of an 
earth calendar. 

This can be an opportunity to 
have a little fun. 


576 


622 


Keep no secrets. You may 
told lies. 


623 


a. Steer clear of superstition. 
Heavenly bodies are for 
scientific study, not hippie 
fortune telling. 

b. If you are a Leo, disregard 
the preceding. Check your 
horoscope every day, and 
follow all instructions. 


578 


624 


Brevity is the soul of wit. 

More importantly, brevity is 
also one of the cornerstones of 
yielding, unquestioning obedi¬ 
ence . 


579 


625 


In the highly isolated condi¬ 
tions of space, you may find 
yourself compelled to imbue 
everyday objects with value 
beyond their immediate, prac¬ 
tical applicability. Suppress 
this impulse. 

REMEMBER: 

Value is a social construct. 


580 


626 


No, seriously: always read the 
manual. 


581 


627 


Never contradict or question 
your superior officer. In the 
unlikely occasion that they 
commit an error of syntax or 
vocabulary, simply update your 
English accordingly. 


582 


628 


Observe your fellow crew 
members closely. Get to know 
them well. Learn to accurately 
predict the best way to maintain 
good relations with multiple, 
varying personality types. 
This is a delicate, intricate 
process, and you want every 
advantage you can get your 
hands on. 


583 


629 


Most food critics and theorists 
agree: you eat as much with 
your eyes as you do with your 
mouth. 


584 


630 


Knowing when to close your 
eyes and power through it is 
an invaluable skill. 


585 


631 


They say there is no rest for 
the wicked. If it helps with 
your productivity, we highly 
recommend you think of yourself 
as wicked. 


586 


632 


You will be surprised how far 
your brain can push itself if 
it genuinely thinks it has 
no other choice. Use false 
binaries to your advantage. 


587 


633 


Mercy is such a 20th century 
value. Make sure all your 
psychological outlooks are up 
to date with the latest specs. 


634 . 

It is, however, best to beg for 
mercy. 


588 


635 


ASSET VALUE SHOULD BE DETERMINED 

BY CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING 

THREE CRITERIA: 

1 . How critical the asset is to 
the success of the mission. 

2. How easily replaceable it 
would be in the case of its 
damage, destruction, or loss 
in a hard-to-reach place. 

3. How effective it is at re¬ 
minding you of the moral 
relativism that defines your 
specific existence. 


589 


636 . 


PULL YOUR 
WEIGHT. 


590 


637 


We cannot stress it enough: 
boredom and psychological de¬ 
tachment will be two of your 
greatest enemies during your 
deployment. Fight them every 
opportunity you get. 


591 


638 


Yes, you could have tried 
harder. 


592 


639 


Estimates are finicky, unreli¬ 
able tools, and are to be avoid¬ 
ed as often as possible. Use 
exact figures and hold your¬ 
self up to S.I. units whenever 
you can. 


593 


640 


Security cameras are in place 
to ensure crew safety. You do 
not need to know anything else 
about them. 


594 


641 


The opposite of love isn't hate 
or fear, it's indifference. If 
you didn't hate or fear what 
you're doing, there wouldn't 
really be anything there, you 
know? 


595 


642 


Have some confidence, for God's 
sake. 


596 


643 


Do not simply focus on address¬ 
ing or correcting your short¬ 
comings. Recognize your innate 
skills and talents and contin¬ 
ue to cultivate them. Make the 
most of every advantage you 
have at your disposal. 


597 


644 


don't worry: 

All Goddard Space Exploration 
personnel are thoroughly vetted 
for the possibility of evil 
identical siblings. 


598 


645 


Avoid lockouts. Keep at least 
one member of your crew inside 
your craft at all times. 


599 


646 


You are not Marco Polo, 
Ferdinand Magellan, or Neil 
Armstrong. You are not a brave 
explorer setting off to make a 
name for yourself by conquering 
the great unknown. You are a 
skilled technician with a very 
particular, very specific job. 

Unless you receive explicit 
instructions to the contrary: 

don't try to be a hero. 


600 


647 


Respect the boom. Sailing boom, 
sonic boom, oil boom, doesn't 
matter. Respect it. 


601 


648 


No matter how deliciously 
ironic or pleasingly circu¬ 
itous the alternative may be, 
the boring, practical solution 
with the smallest number of 
discrete steps is always the 
superior choice. 


602 


649 


Eight percent of all fatal 
incidents in deep space occur 
while the victim is doing 
laundry. We wish we could tell 
you why, but we honestly haven't 
figured this one out yet. So 
just, you know... be careful. 


650 . 


Oh! And if you figure it out, 
let us know! 


603 


651 . 


CURIOSITY IS 
NOT A VIRTUE. 


604 



652 


If you need a new project, lea 
how to make a water filter. 


653 


Your words are bonds. Be ready 
to honor them. 


606 


654 


Acquire the skills necessary to 
treat animal bites to yourself 
or others. Know how to make 
a ligature, and remember: the 
first few minutes are crucial. 


607 


655 


The right tool might not be 
immediately on hand for every 
task. 

Be prepared to be resourceful 
when the need arises. 


608 


656 


You are doing something that, 
for the vast majority of human 
history, would have been 
considered impossible to the 
point of being blasphemous. 

Repeat that to yourself until 
you quash any and all feelings 
of jealousy or inadequacy. 


609 


657 


Take deep breaths. Greater 
oxygen intake will sharpen all 
your senses and improve your 
reaction times. 


610 


658 


It is, in fact, 


659 . 


... or maybe it 


660 . 


Define "trap. 


a trap. 


isn't? 


611 


661 


You cannot filibuster 
annual review. 


your 


612 


662 


You need to be able to tell 
where you are at all times, 
regardless of whether you 
have equipment to do so. For 
example, are you able to locate 
the North Star right now? 


663 . 


Well, are you? 


664 . 


Go check. Go right now. 


613 


665 


The preceding tips were a test. 

IF YOU DID NOT GO 

Congratulations, you passed! 

IF YOU DID GO! 

Revise your understanding of 
"north” to account for the fact 
that it is not applicable in 
outer space. 


614 


666 


If the spacecraft becomes de¬ 
pressurized, pray that you've 
finished the month's paperwork. 


615 


667 


Your mother lied to you. 


616 


668 


Your A.I. Autopilot's processor 
is powerful, but not limitless. 
Confine your requests to 
mission-specific calculations, 
projections, estimates, and 
games of Six Degrees of Kevin 
Bacon. 


617 


669 


Cue cards are your friends 


618 


670 


While there is an upper limit 
on the number of people a 
projectile will go through, 
that number might surprise you. 


619 


671 


You won't get points for effort 
if you can't back it up with 
technique. 


620 


672 


In the unlikely scenario that 
you are stripped of your nature 
as a man and actually turn into 
the physical and/or spiritual 
manifestation of a deity, 
remember: even gods have their 
superiors. Get back to work. 


621 


673 


Process your food as far 
away from your bedroom as you 
possibly can. 


674 . 

Process your emotions as far 
away from your work as you 
possibly can. 


622 


675 


While regular human contact is 
imperative to healthy mission 
functioning and ongoing crew 
member health, there are defi¬ 
nitely times when you will want 
to retreat into the comforting 
embrace of solitude. 

Remember that white lies about 
having paperwork to attend to, 
religious rituals to observe, 
or revenge plans to enact can 
be an effective way to get some 
much-needed "me time.” 


623 


676 


Should you find yourself in a 
more extreme survival situation 
than anticipated, you will 
almost certainly not have the 
proper utensils to prepare or 
consume your food. 

Learn to repurpose common, 
everyday objects as impromptu 
dining implements. 


624 


677 


Having large meals to mark spe¬ 
cial occasions is encouraged, 
but overindulging in either 
food or passive-aggression to 
the point of hampering your 
crew's physical or psychologi¬ 
cal readiness is not. 


625 


678 


You may find your spirit 
willing but your flesh coming 
up short. To remedy, report to 
medical for upgrading. 


626 


679 


Eating celery always, always 
leads to the start of an 
adventure. 

Don't believe us? Go ahead, try 
it out. We'll wait. 


627 


680 


Repetition, while tedious, is 
an integral step in the process 
of refinement and improvement. 
Learn to love it. 


628 


681 


Repetition, while tedious, is 
an integral step in the process 
of refinement and improvement. 
Learn to love it. 


629 


682 


Automated door security lock- 
downs should be deployed only 
for emergencies, drills, or 
surprise parties. 


630 


683 


No one is actually going to 
read this tip. If you've read 
it, you are no one. 


631 


684 


While you can survive without 
food for three weeks, that 
does not mean that you will be 
functional during all of that 
time. 

Act early. 


632 


685 


Some things you experience 
in outer space may be earth- 
shattering . 

None of them will be Earth- 
shattering . 


633 


686 


REPEAT AFTER ME I 

"It's being handled by a 
different department." 



634 




687 


Two of the following and three 
of the preceding tips are not to 
be followed, but are intended 
as tests of your dedication 
to and awareness of company 
values. Can you spot which they 
are? 

Submit your answers to the H.R. 
department. If they're correct, 
you will be entered in a raffle 
to win a waffle-maker. 


635 


688 


Most things you consider a ne¬ 
cessity are, in fact, a luxury. 

REMEMBER l 

Humanity lived and thrived for 
millennia without anything as 
extravagant as indoor plumbing. 


636 


689 


Boundaries are important when 
living at close quarters. Re¬ 
spect your fellow crew members' 
property at all times. 


690 . 


The above does not apply if 
they have something rare, 
collectible, delicious, and/or 
shiny. 


637 


691 


History is written 
winners. 

Eugene wasn't a winner 
Who's Eugene? Exactly. 
Don't be like Eugene. 


the 


638 


692 


You should know the melting 
point of everyone on board your 
station. 


693 . 


Yeah, you heard. 


639 


694 


Hidden aboard every station is 
a secret panel, containing a 
riddle written in a cypher. If 
you find and decode it, you 
will be docked pay for wasted 
time and resources. Focus on 
what matters. 


640 


695 


There are no "bad" programming 
languages, but there are bad 
people. And these bad people 
designed Java. 


641 


696 


Statistically speaking, luck is 
not going to be a lady tonight. 

Do with that what you will. 


642 


697 


Always work toward an active, 
specific goal. If you are doing 
something and suddenly find 
that you don't have a clear 
long-term goal in mind, stop 
and evaluate if this is really 
the best use of your time and 
resources. 


698 . 


However, remember that "pleas¬ 
ing my superiors" is always an 
excellent long-term goal. 


643 


699 


If you are injured, be sure to 
use only sterilized water to 
clean the wound. 

Untreated water may look clean, 
but it can play host to a vari¬ 
ety of life-threatening, com¬ 
plication-causing, insurance- 
premium-inflating microbes. 


644 


700 


In the extremely unlikely case 
that you find yourself tempted 
to fraternize with one of your 
fellow crew members, remember 
the story of Romeo and Juliet. 

Specifically, remember Shake¬ 
speare's sentimental biases in 
the telling of that story, and 
how underrated the values of 
the Montagues are. 


645 


701 


"Trick or treat" implies that 
you have a choice in the matter. 
Always assume trick. 


646 


702 


Relive your moments of failure 
over and over again. It is the 
only way you'll learn. 


647 


703 


Possession is, in fact, nine- 
tenths of the law. Just remember 
your superiors know the other 
tenth better than you do. 


648 


704 


Always carry an extra pair of 
socks. 


649 


705 


Ante scientia, sapientia. 


650 


706 


Yes, we care. Of course we 
care. 

Now stop whining and get back 
to work. 


651 


707 


Hand sanitizer can be used to 
start fires. 

Actually, empirical evidence 
suggests that most things can be 
used to start fires, if you want 
it bad enough. Hand sanitizer 
is just special because it can 
be used to easily start fires. 


652 


708 


Fear is a choice. 


709 . 


It is not 
choice. 


always the wrong 


653 


710 


Avoid clique culture. All of 
the cool kids are doing it. 


654 


711 


If you believe solving a prob¬ 
lem requires more experience 
than you possess, take a moment 
and look around. It's just you 
right now. It's always been 
just you. You're never going 
to feel like an adult. 


655 


712 


Know the difference 
pain and discomfort. 


between 


656 


713 


If you have to choose between 
being polite and making your¬ 
self understood, choose the 
latter. 

If you have to choose between 
being succinct and being ac¬ 
knowledged, choose the latter. 

If you have to choose between 
being liked and being clear, 
always choose the latter. 

Clarity saves lives. 


657 


714 


Remember your ABCs - Always Be 
Critical. 


658 


715 


Under no circumstances should 
you ever utter the phrase 
"What's the worst that could 
happen?" 


659 


716 


When the light goes on, fasten 
your seatbelt, and return your 
tray table to the full upright 
position. 

This is not a metaphor, it is 
incredibly important. Securing 
tray tables secures lives. 


660 


717 


Standard issue mission flash¬ 
lights are durable, waterproof, 
have high brightness intensi¬ 
ty, use long-lasting batteries, 
and have mostly been screened 
for demonic possession. Carry 
one with you at all times. 


661 


718 


Never, ever allow yourself to 
be caught wearing black-tie 
attire to a white-tie event, 
or vice versa. 


662 


719 


Carbon steel is easily bendable 
while also being incredibly 
durable and resistant. 

It should always be your 
defensive material of choice, 
after psychological warfare. 


663 


720 


An idle mind in a high- 
risk setting is one of the 
most dangerous combinations 
imaginable. 

If you find yourself starting 
to get bored, try engaging 
your mind through simple yet 
satisfying mental exercises, 
such as developing a universal 
language equally accessible 
to all human linguistic base 
roots. 


664 


721 


Only very rarely does a superior 
officer "just need a hug." 


665 


722 


Functionally speaking, brunch 
is the same as lunch. 


666 


723 


Remember to reapply. 


667 


724 


If you're ever in a tight spot, 
just ask yourself, "What would 
Pope Boniface VIII do?” 

Whatever the answer is, do the 
opposite. Stay one step ahead 
of the competition. 


668 


725 . 


BE CONFIDENT. 


(But not like that.) 


669 


726 


While imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery, flattery is 
the most efficient form of 
flattery. 

You're on the clock here, 
people. 


670 


in 


Charcoal is incredibly effec¬ 
tive as an absorbent, and is 
regularly used to rid water of 
impurities of taste, color, or 
smell. Potable and palatable 
are two different things, and 
both should be strived for. 


671 


728 


If you discover something, 
remember that you don't 
the security clearance to 
it. 


j ust 
have 
name 


672 


729 . 




Official command directives 
are to be followed, no matter 
how obtuse, counterproductive, 
contradictory, arbitrarily ni¬ 
hilistic, or libertarian they 
may seem at first glance. 




673 








730 


Every machine's design has 
some trade-offs. Be ready to 
compensate. 


731 . 


Every person's upbringing has 
some trade-offs. Be ready to 
cooperate. 


674 


732 


S.O.S. signals are the universal 
call for help. Be ready to make 
one if the situation arises. 


733 . 


S.O.S. signals should continue 
to be the universal call for 
help. There are no extra points 
for creativity here. 


675 


734 


The person who tries to 
everyone happiest often 
up feeling the loneliest. 

Go ahead and take that 
piece. 


keep 

ends 


last 


676 


735 


The classics are classic for a 
reason. 


677 


736 


The final box outside of which 
one cannot think is language 
- the very thought of thought 
itself only arises in language. 


678 


737 


We're not sure how quickly 
thoughts and prayers travel 
through the vacuum of space, 
so it's best to keep your comms 
system in good working order. 


679 


738 


Many of your mission tasks, 
experiments, and maintenance 
duties will be complicated or 
adversely affected by an excess 
of motion. Try to keep things 
securely fastened for as long 
as possible, and only use your 
station's engines and thruster 
systems for course corrections 
that are absolutely necessary. 


680 


739 


The maximum number of times 
you are permitted to yell, 
"GET ME OUT OF HERE" over the 
full duration of your mission 
is fourteen times. 

You do not want to know which 
automatic, unstoppable process 
gets triggered if you do it a 
fifteenth time. 


740 . 


You also don't want to know 
why it's nicknamed "The Myron 
Protocol." 


681 


741 


Don't threaten anyone with 
black magic unless you can 
actually back it up. 


682 


742 


It's important for morale that 
your fellow crew members feel 
that you listen to them. Be 
open and give a fair shot to 
all feedback, suggestions, 
flirting, and bribes. 


683 


743 


The best diplomacy is much like 
the best beef jerky - salty but 
durable. 



684 






744 


Placing a candle in a freezer 
a few hours before you light 
it will make the candle burn 
longer and drip less. 


745 . 

Of course, open flames are 
very dangerous in outer space, 
so save the previous tip until 
you get back to Earth. 


685 


746 


If you ever get the chance to have 
dinner with five people from 
any points in human history, 
you should pick Julius Cesar, 
Empress Wu Zeitan, Catherine 
de' Medici, Winston Churchill, 
and Yuri Gagarin. We expect 
detailed reports. 


686 


747 


Know how to explain what you 
do and what your mission is 
in fifteen seconds or less. 
Brevity is the soul of wit, and 
you have productivity updates 
to submit. 


687 


748 


Duct tape can be used to keep 
your shoelaces tied. If they 
become untied more than twice in 
a day, use of it is compulsory. 


688 


749 


Don't leave home without your 
pressurized craft. 


689 


750 


Early detection is key. 


690 


751 


Any and all updates or revisions 
of on-station software will 
be handled by a professional 
technical team. If you receive 
notification of an available 
patch or update, ignore it. 
You are just being targeted 
by heroically determined scam 
artists. 


691 


752 


In a pinch, there are several 
chemical procedures that can be 
done in a controlled environment 
to remove the carbon from 
carbon-dioxide and generate 
essential, life-saving oxygen. 
When not in a pinch, however, 
use plants. A simple ficus 
plant will produce oxygen and 
filter various pollutants out 
of the air with minimal side 
effects and relatively minor 
additional maintenance effort. 
Sometimes - much as we hate to 
admit it - you can't improve on 
Mother Nature. 


692 


753 


There are no big, tall, 
terrible giants in the sky. 
Please refer to the nearest 
spaceship window. What appear 
to be giants are actually 
giant solar flares, which are 
possibly more alarming even 
than literal giants. 


693 


754 


In an emergency, take stock of ^ 
the tools at your disposal 
Then take stock again. Restock, 
repurpose, reuse, recycle. ^ 


755 


Watching a horror movie burns 
more calories than any other 
film genre. Use your assigned 
VHS tape judiciously. 


695 


756 


SHUTTLE ENGINE MALFUNCTION 

PROCEDURE IS AS FOLLOWS I 

1 . Helmsman checks for 
immediate gravitational 
risk factors. 

2. Helmsman boots up emergency 
maneuvering modules. 

3. Ranking technical officer 
sets shuttle power to 
auxiliary system. 

4. Communications officer 
sends out distress signal. 


696 


5. Ranking technical officer 
rotates through all 
available power sources. 

6. Ranking technical officer 
sets engine re-activation 
to "Priority 1.” In a 
majority of cases, this 
should ensure power in the 
maneuvering, life support, 
and/or communication 
systems. 


697 


757 


IN THE UNLIKELY EVENT THAT THE 
ABOVE STEPS DO NOT RESTORE 
POWER TO THESE SYSTEMS AND THE 
CRAFT IS IN IMMINENT DANGER, 
FOLLOW THE ENGINE POWER LOSS 
IN FLIGHT PROCEDURE! 


1 . Ranking technical officer 
sets the ignition switch to 
"Off." 

2. Ranking technical officer 
sets the ignition switch to 
"On." 


3. Ranking technical officer 
cycles the toggle and 
mixture settings through 
all available options. 


698 


4. This may restore power in 
cases of improper power 
regulation. Should this 
turn out to be the case, 
words should be had with 
the system's supervising 
officers or A.I. 
Autopilots. 

Strong words. 


699 


758 


IN THE HIGHLY UNLIKELY CASE 
THAT THE ABOVE STEPS DO NOT 
RESTORE POWER IN A COMPLETE 
OR PARTIAL WAY TO THE CRAFT, 
FOLLOW THE PEACE WITH YOUR 
MAKER PROCEDURE: 

1 . Helmsman offers final 
prayers and ministrations 
to all present crew 
members. 

2. Crew begs for intervention 
from any passing deities or 
deity-like beings. 

3. Gods address matter in 
their laps as soon as is 
practicable. 

700 


759 


An effective, practical defi¬ 
nition of "best" is "the op¬ 
tion that produces the most 
complex and positive results 
using the smallest number of 
moving parts." 


701 


760 


"Social media" was developed 
to manipulate the masses with 
an unhealthy addiction. 

We hope you like it! 


702 


761 


Rigidity will inevitably result 
in your untimely death. 

We don't care how busy your day 
already is, make time for those 
pike stretches. 


703 


762 


Was this tip in here twice? 


704 


763 


Before transmitting information 
to an outside source or relaying 
a message back to Earth, ask 
yourself, "Am I about to violate 
my company-mandated NDA?" 

If the answer is, "Yes," our 
legal team strongly recommends 
you desist. 


705 


764 


You may be over 5.88 trillion 
miles away from Earth, but 
you should still know how to 
balance a checkbook. 


706 


765 


People remember favors, insults, 
compliments, politeness, and 
grand larceny. In that order. 


707 


766 


We don't care what it told you, 
we repeat: radiation is not 
your friend. 


708 


767 


Be aware of proper dining 
etiquette. Whether you choose 
to exercise it is entirely up 
to you, but whatever decision 
you make must be an informed 
one. 


709 


768 


Keep group meetings short, 
but take your time with one- 
on-ones. It takes a little 
while for someone to settle 
in and feel like they're being 
pressured to do things they'd 
really rather not. 


710 


769 


Some things are too serious to 
ever be joked about. 


711 


770 


Most conflict arises out of 
confusion. 

Clarify your intentions and 
goodwill before someone opens 
up the armory. 


712 


771 


Have a backup of your backup! 


713 


772 . 


ALWAYS TAKE THE 
BEVERAGE. 


714 


773 


If you can't be in the place 
you love, be in space. It is 
also, technically, the place 
you love. 


715 


774 


Begging gets you further than 
you think. 


716 


775 


Look out for yourself first 
and foremost, especially if 
your oxygen supply becomes 
compromised. 

REMEMBER l 

You can't help if you can't 
breathe. 


717 


776 


Few pieces of equipment on board 
the station are as critical to 
your survival as your water 
distillery. Your station is 
equipped with multiple backups 
in case of failure, but even 
so: exercise extreme caution 
during any dealings with this 
particular piece of equipment. 
If it goes offline and cannot 
be repaired, your messy, un¬ 
pleasant deaths are almost a 
statistical certainty. 


718 


Ill 


Even if you've taken custody 
of all the alkaline chemicals 
on the station, we regret to 
inform you that that does not 
mean that all our bases belong 
to you. 


719 



778 


Juggling in space 
problem, it's just a 


is not a 
challenge. 


720 


779 


Is there law in space? 


721 


780 


Encouragement only in modera¬ 
tion, please. You don't want 
to get carried away. 


722 


781 


There is nothing more damaging 
to ship safety and integrity 
than an improperly placed 
deployer. 


723 


782 


The arm is always gangrener on 
the other side. Amputate before 
it's too late. 


724 


783 


Urine is a very practical 
source of potassium. 


725 


784 


Excitement is contagious. 

Infect others to bend them to 
your will. 


726 


785 


Be aware of every 
your station or craft 
you need to make a 
evacuation into the 
void of space. 


exit on 
in case 
speedy 
lifeless 


727 


786 


You need not be stronger than 
ten men as long as you are 
stronger than each of them. 


728 


787 


There is only one way to 
successfully treat an earworm: 
embrace it. Listen to the song 
all the way through, at full 
volume. Ideally sing along. 


729 


788 


The generic space suit helmets 
are just as good as the brand- 
name ones. 


730 


789 


Before you decide you're 
hungry, ask yourself if you 
want an apple. If the answer 
is "no," you probably haven't 
been in space very long and the 
longing for fresh food hasn't 
set in yet. 

You're going to be hungry and 
just have to work through it. 


731 


790 


Waiting for someone to change 
is a waste of time. 


732 


791 


Forcing someone to change is 
vastly more effective. 

REMEMBER I 

Limit available options to 
control the choices others have 
available. 


733 


792 


Of all the dangers you will face 
in the void of space, nothing 
compares to the existential 
terror that is Funzo. 



734 



793 


Turn off the lights when you 
leave your quarters each day. 
Your vessel has limited energy 
reserves, and you don't want 
the A.I. Autopilot to have to 
make a choice between your room 
lights or your carbon dioxide 
recycler. 


735 


794 


In an ideal world, you should 
make the complex simple and the 
simple unique. 


736 


795 


Assuming you are of standard 
intelligence, we'll settle for 
not overcomplicating things. 


\a\J Wkci" 'tWecj 

a s~5iy^iVy3j 


737 


796 


If your space suit has a 
mild to moderate crack in the 
helmet, make a pressurization 
assessment by opening an airlock 
and holding your breath for 30 
seconds. 

If you are dead, there is no need 
to repressurize the airlock. 
The space suit, and your body, 
can be safely ejected into 
space. 


738 


797 


Index cards are invaluable tools 
for brainstorming new ideas, 
labeling important materials, 
and leaving messages for your 
fellow crew members. Always 
keep a few on hand. 


739 


798 


If you want to take up a hobby 
during your time in space, we 
strongly recommend botany. It 
reinforces multiple mission- 
critical skills, and may 
prove useful in case of a 
catastrophic loss of rations. 
You can never have too much 
botanical knowledge on board a 
craft. 


740 


799 


Prizes are awarded at the end 
of the mission to reward the 
brave, encourage the creative, 
and mentally condition the 
weak-willed. 


741 


800 


Regular inoculation is an 
important part of remaining 
healthy during deployment. 
Visit your medical officer 
early and often. 


742 


801 


If you are among the ten 
percent of the population that 
is afraid of needles, try to 
relieve the stress of regular 
inoculations through the use of 
breathing exercises, calming 
music applied through noise¬ 
canceling headphones, and oral 
stress surrogates. 

If all of those fail, thoroughly 
contemplate the finer details 
of suffering a slow, painful, 
unnecessary death from radiation 
poisoning. We believe you'll 
find yourself more pliable 
afterwards. 


743 


802 


Dehydrated corn meal is just 
regular corn meal. 


744 


803 


No matter how careful you are, 
your station is not a self- 
contained system. Be mindful 
of energy loss, account for it 
when you can, and budget with 
generous margins of error. 


745 


804 


The key to understanding an¬ 
cient hieroglyphics is to em¬ 
brace the concept of fluidity 
of meaning. 


746 


805 


You probably do not speak to 
your parents as much as you 
should. 


747 


806 


If you need to extricate your¬ 
self from an inefficient, un¬ 
pleasant, boring, or offen¬ 
sive conversation, the phrase, 
"I won't keep you,” is your 
friend. 


748 


807 . 


THE REVOLUTION 
IS NOT NOW. 


749 


808 


The Mediator between the Head 
and the Hands must be the mis¬ 
sion pre-approved situational 
operating procedures. 


750 


809 


Biospheres never work as well 
as you want them to. 


751 


810 


Nothing counteracts stress, 
boredom, or extreme, almost 
religious dread as well as 
regular physical activity. 
Keep yourself busy, and take 
up new projects when you find 
you have too much free time on 
your hands. 


752 


811 


Names have power over things. 


812. 


but remember: 

Names are a transient, ephem¬ 
eral concept. 

Blood, flesh, and bone offer 
immediate, palpable results. 


753 


813 


Microorganisms share 


space, your 
and even you 

You are neve 


water, 

body. 

your 

truly 

alone 


your 

air, 


754 


814 


Hobbes was a huge spoilsport 
more often than not, and you 
would do well to follow Calvin's 
example in 93% of situations. 


755 


815 


Biologically and chemically 
speaking, there technically 
isn't anything on a cellular 
level that says the human body 
has to die. 


756 


816 


You either live together, die 
alone, or live by yourself. Your 
crew is not always necessary. 


757 


817 


Don't fraternize with the 
enemy. 


818 . 


Don't fraternize with the 
frenemy. 


758 


819 


We are watching you. 


820 . 


We are still watching you. 


759 


821 


Hiccups happen when the vagus 
nerve suffers an irritation. 
They can usually be cured by 
gargling cold water, receiving 
a sudden, sharp shock, rendering 
the appropriate tribute to the 
Old Ones, and/or breathing into 
a paper bag. Mix and match to 
find what works best for you. 


760 


822 


Learn to love the "closed" 
part of "a completely closed 
ecosystem." 


761 


823 


Holding an ice cube sends 
numbing signals to your brain, 
which in turn mutes pain sensors 
all over your body. Use this 
simple but effective technique 
to trick your brain and reduce 
efficiency-sapping aches and 
pains. 


762 


824 


Always include first aid 
supplies in your survival kit. 


825 . 


You do have a survival kit, 
right? One you carry with you 
everywhere, right? 


763 


826 


Don't say, "Ding Dong, The 
Witch Is Dead,” unless you're 
absolutely sure you've killed 
that witch. 


764 


827 


Sometimes, ketchup can make all 
the difference in the world. 


765 


828 


Sticks and stones can break 
your bones, as well as wrench¬ 
es, winches, bookshelves, com¬ 
puter towers, large-caliber 
weapons, engine components, 
automated doors, large falls, 
power drills, saws, cleavers, 
nunchucks, icicles, tripping, 
laser cutters, mines, gre¬ 
nades, golf clubs, and late- 
stage osteoporosis. 


766 


829 


The definition 
not currently 
slams. 

But don't push 


of torture does 
include poetry 

it. 


767 


830 


While plungers will not solve 
every problem, you may be 
surprised by how many problems 
they can solve. Keep no fewer 
than four on hand at all times. 


768 


831 


It's always time to make some 
little changes. 


769 


832 


ALWAYS BE PREPARED: 

While "orange" has no perfect 
rhymes in English, "storage," 
"door-hinge," and "porridge" 
are all passable near-rhymes. 


770 


833 


REMEMBER I 

If you are being chased by 
a bear, the most effective 
survival strategy is to have 
a slower, more appetizing 
companion. 


771 


834 


Sharpen your senses by spending 
time each day recalling three 
things that you're grateful 
for. 

And then remember that you 
don't have them here right now. 


772 


835 


Observe all posted signs. And 
all implied signs. 

And all subliminal messages. 

Just observe everything. Never 
blink. 


773 


836 


Depending 
hold your 


on the situation, do 
breath. 


774 


837 


Of all the ways you want to 
advertise yourself, "delicious" 
is not one of them. 

You almost certainly mean it 
metaphorically, but in the 
isolation of deep space, the 
line between what we perceive 
as figurative and what we 
perceive as literal can become 
somewhat blurred. 


775 


838 


Avoid unnecessary interper¬ 
sonal friction with strategic 
doses of humor, down-time, and 
behavioral modifications. 


776 


839 


Your gut is finely tuned to 
protect you. 

If something seems, feels, or 
tastes wrong, it probably is. 


777 


840 


Machiavelli's works can be 
read from multiple viewpoints, 
some of which show the work to 
offer rather practical advice. 
As an author and a thinker, he 
gets a bad rap, and we insist 
that any and all comparisons 
to him or his school of thought 
be treated exclusively as a 
compliment. 


778 


841 


Cultural differences in stan¬ 
dards, customs, gestures, and 
other forms of communication 
might not seem like the most 
dangerous threat to mission 
cohesion, but small misunder¬ 
standings can escalate into 
major problems rather quickly. 
If one of your fellow crew mem¬ 
bers does something that you 
find off-putting or puzzling, 
address the matter sooner rath¬ 
er than later. 


779 


842 


Sophisticated emotional in¬ 
telligence is essential in the 
modern workplace. 


780 


843 


It takes two to tango. 


843 . 


Remember the preceding tip the 
next time you feel like you're 
being "exploited.” 


781 


845 


Security threats should be 
classified as human, natural, 
existential, gastric, or 
philosophical. 


782 


846 


Sending and receiving data in 
space is more expensive than 
producing oxygen. Keep non- 
essential communiques to a 
minimum. 


783 


847 


Keeping track of time may prove 
difficult when orbiting a star. 
The best solution is to main¬ 
tain a three-dimensional image 
of the surrounding stars in 
your head at all times. If you 
are confused, simply look out 
the window and align the stars 
in your head with those in the 
night sky. The angular differ¬ 
ential will allow you to cal¬ 
culate the time it should have 
taken to look at your watch. 


784 


848 


No one will ever care about you 
as much as you do. 
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785 



849 


There is nothing in the dark 
that isn't there in the light. 


850 . 


We think. 




786 



851 


Barricades can be constructed 
with anything large or heavy 
enough to impede or prevent the 
movement of enemy agents. Use 
them as obstacles or roadblocks 
to maximize the effectiveness 
of your position. 


852 . 


The preceding tip was a test. 
Barricades are completely use¬ 
less in a zero-gravity environ¬ 
ment. Stay vigilant and alert 
at all times. 


787 


853 


If there's something strange 
in your neighborhood, who are 
you going to call? 

We recommend you handle it 
yourself and inform command 
afterwards. 


788 


854 


Vacuums. Not actually empty. 
Always remember the scientific 
reality of what is happening 
around you. 


789 


855 


Feedback loops are, indisput 
ably, the best learning tools 


790 


856 


No situation is unsolvable if 
you have enough dynamite. 


791 


857 


Things will only talk to you if 
you listen. 


792 


858 


Always hope but never expect 
the buttercream. 


793 


859 


E 
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794 


860 


Water the horses. If you are 
at the end of your physical, 
mental, emotional, spiritual, 
or extra-dimensional capacity, 
take a break. No one will benefit 
from you injuring yourself or 
suddenly ceasing to exist in 
this plane of reality. 


795 


861 


These tips are here to help. 


796 


862 


Cleanliness is next to godli¬ 
ness. Treat your workstation 
as though it were your own per¬ 
sonal cathedral. 


797 


863 


The point is not to make it 
look easy. 


798 


864 


Something is out there waiting 
for you. It may or may not be 
happiness. 


799 


865 


Boredom will kill you before 
a lot of seemingly scarier 
things. Read a play while you 
can. Memorize it. That may just 
save your life one day. 


800 


866 


The time and place for democracy 
was 11:28 AM, on July 19th, 
1977, in Brampton, Ontario. We 
operate on a strict paramilitary 
command structure, and you 
should resist the impulse to 
institute more consensus-based 
decision-making strategies. 


801 


867 . 


STAY TEACHABLE. 


802 


868 


Customizable Swiss Army knives 
will save you a lot of time. 


803 


869 


If you get to choose, 
have a sociopathic 
instead of a psychotic 


try to 
episode 
one. 


804 


870 


Be on the lookout for upcoming 
paradigm shifts. 


805 


871 


Failure is not an option. Leave 
it entirely outside of your 
considerations. 


806 


872 


Life on board a spacecraft will 
feature patterns of light and 
darkness that the normal human 
body is not properly equipped to 
deal with. Insomnia or extreme 
drowsiness during the initial 
weeks of your mission rotation 
are perfectly normal, if highly 
undesirable, side effects. But 
don't worry, sooner or later 
your suprachiasmatic nucleus 
will remember who's in charge 
and your circadian rhythms will 
change. 


807 


873 


Do not sacrifice resources in 
the name of creature comforts. 


808 


874 


Ignorance is bliss. 

Bliss is to be avoided at all 
times during active rotation. 


875 


Power vacuums never last for 
long. 


810 


876 


Many crew members experience 
profound personal or existen¬ 
tial epiphanies over the course 
of their deep space deployment. 
Some even say that they came 
back from space a completely 
different person. This is nei¬ 
ther encouraged nor discouraged 
- just make sure that whoever 
does come back meets all of our 
employee hiring guidelines. 


811 


877 


Human thermal discharge is 
an invaluable and frequently 
underrated resource. 


812 


878 


Never disobey a direct order 
from a commander. Never question 
the motivations of a superior 
officer. Never idly think that 
you could do a better job than 
they are doing. 

You really, really can't. 

Trust us. 

We know. 


813 


879 


Make sure that your radiation 
sensors are in good working 
order at all times. Fatalities 
occurring on board crafts with 
deficient and/or improperly 
powered radiation sensors are 
not covered by any company-pro¬ 
vided life insurance policies. 


814 


880 


Always keep two spacesuits on 
hand. One should be used for 
extravehicular exploration and 
repairs, while the other should 
be reserved for festive occa¬ 
sions . 


815 


881 


In times of crisis, just re¬ 
member that it is significant¬ 
ly more difficult to become an 
astronaut than it is to stay an 
astronaut. 


816 


882 


If you truly want to get inside 
the enemy's head, study the art 
they make. 


817 


883 


There's nothing more 
than a bag of rice 
gravity. 


dangerous 
in zero 


818 


884 . 



819 


885 


ONSIDE: 

In the ship doing your job. 

OFFSIDE I 

Floating aimlessly alone in 
space without your suit. 

Onside. Offside. Remember the 
difference. 


820 


886 


Power acquired through usur¬ 
pation usually requires less 
bloodshed than power acquired 
through conflict, and on bal¬ 
ance tends to persist for lon¬ 
ger. 


821 


887 


Know how important personal 
boundaries are to you and your 
crewmates. In case you forget, 
they're not that important. 


822 


888 


The rules of Shotgun are in 
effect across all Goddard 
Futuristics facilities. 


889 . 

The first rule of Shotgun is 
that there are no rules. 


823 


890 


This is where we break it down. 


B 


r 


e 
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824 


891 


We recommend that all your 
passwords be at least twenty 
characters in length, and 
contain at least one reference 
to an old god, abandoned but 
not forgotten, hungering for 
the chance to claw its way back 
to power. 


892 . 


Also three special characters. 
You cannot be too careful about 
these things. 


825 


893 


Imagine the possibilities, but 
do not attempt most of them. 


826 


894 


REMEMBER I 

Space junk doesn't get left 
behind; it begins to travel 
in the same orbit as you at 
incredibly high speeds, often 
resulting in catastrophic col¬ 
lisions. Do not litter. 


827 


895 


If you know where to look, 
sooner or later you will find 
Boris. 

He'll be pleased to meet you. 

He'll also be pleased to eat 
you. 

Stay away from Boris at all 
times. 


828 


896 


REMEMBER I 

Historically, glass fragments 
have been responsible for 87% 
of injuries and deaths in bomb 
blasts. 


829 


897 


The only acceptable kind of 
intoxication while on duty is 
being drunk on power. 


830 


898 


Correct readings of Plutarch and 
Suetonius translate Caesar's 
famous phrase as, "Let the 
die be cast!” rather than the 
traditional English idiom of, 
"The die is cast." If you're 
going to cross the Rubicon, do 
it in the imperative. 


899 . 


Always know what the Rubicon 
is before you utilize that 
expression. 


831 


900 


The house always wins. 


832 


901 


Slide to the left. Now slide 
to the right. But DO NOT criss 
cross. Wires rigged incorrectly 
can induce unwanted self- 
destruction . 


833 



902 


Static electricity is dangerous 
in space. We know that may 
sound ridiculous, but it isn't. 
Discharge safely and regularly 
at the designated stations 
throughout your craft and we 
won't ever have to say: "I told 
you so.” 


834 


903 


Attention to detail is critical 
to mission success. Make sure 
to dot all i's and lower case 
j's, cross all t's, place 
appropriate accent marks for 
all Spanish words, and attend to 
all critical latinate grammar 
designations. 


835 


904 


Hurt people hurt people, 
above being hurt. The 
cannot touch you if you 
let it. 


So be 
cycle 
don' t 


836 


905 


Morale booster or not, sports 
are not recommended in space- 
flight. 


837 


906 


Individualism is more compli 
cated than purely good or pure 
ly bad. 


838 


907 


What do space stations have in 
common with glass houses? 

It's a bad idea to throw stones 
in, at, or around both of them. 


839 


908 . 


Write your memoir after the 
mission. 
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840 


909 


Be aware of the physical reality 
that governs the conservation 
of matter. For instance, the 
primary objective of the mission 
matters, which is balanced by 
the fact that your problems 
don' t. 


841 


910 


There is always a way to esca¬ 
late hostility. 


842 


911 


Sometimes things get worse 
before they get better. 


843 


912 


Just do it right. 


844 


913 


There are no ugly words, just 
ugly deliveries. Smiling almost 
always helps. 


845 


914 


Cold is a state of mind. 
Solid is a state of matter. 
Know the difference. 


846 


915 


Your ship's central power ar¬ 
ray controller software was 
written in assembly language, 
which means no living human 
understands how it works. 

We are deadly serious. 


847 


916 


Layering is the simplest way 
to keep warm, and can be 
surprisingly effective. Best 
of all, it does not depend on 
a power source - electrical or 
bureaucratically-speaking. 


848 


917 


Whistling while you work has 
been shown to be an effective 
way of maintaining a steady 
rhythm and upbeat attitude 
while working. 

It is also strongly correlated 
with resentful crewmates and, on 
occasion, mysterious injuries. 
Proceed with caution. 


849 


918 


Smoke signals are unequivocal 
ly discouraged as a way of at 
tracting attention. 


850 


919 


Fantasies should not become 
realities unless you fantasize 
about everything going to code 
in a timely fashion. 


851 


920 


Refrain from doing development 
work in your production envi¬ 
ronment . 


852 


921 


Try to stay as dry as possible. 
Wet skin loses heat approxi¬ 
mately three times faster than 
dry skin. 


853 


922 


We have invested serious money 
in you. 

Don't screw it up. 


854 


923 


If you're dying and you know 
it, clap your hands. 


855 


924 


Seeing mistakes as forgivable 
or unforgivable is a fallacy. 
We encourage you to view them as 
either a learning opportunity 
or a disciplinary opportunity. 


856 


925 


If the total is sixteen or un 
der, the dealer must take an 
other card. 


926 . 


MESCALINE IS A 
HELL OF A DRUG. 


858 


927 


Having multiple contingencies 
early means you have less work 
to do when your first plan 
doesn't come together later. 


859 


928 


A syringe is just a pen that 
writes in blood cells. 


860 


929 


Fainting is a bad sign. Drink 
some water and lie down if you 
suspect you are fainting or at 
risk of fainting. 


861 


930 


The stories of King Arthur are 
instructive: there are times 
you get to have a magic sword, 
and there are times you need to 
throw it into a lake. 


862 


931 


You can't spell "ignorance" 
without "a goner." Be aware and 
informed at all times! 


863 


932 


In the event of a solar storm, 
please take the necessary pre¬ 
cautions: lock down the sta¬ 
tion and sequester yourself in 
a designated safe zone. 

Repairs are only possible when 
personnel are alive to make 
them. 


864 


933 


In case you were wondering, 
Mister Nice Guy™ was an exper¬ 
imental HR program piloted in 
the early ' 80 s and has since 
been retired. 


865 


934 


Nothing only ever has one di¬ 
mension of meaning. Think side¬ 
ways. Consider as many possi¬ 
bilities as you can for every 
challenge you face. Yes, even 
contradictory ones. 


866 


935 


Acclimatize your body to the 
feeling of adrenaline. 


867 


936 


REGULATIONS, 

SHMEBULATIONS. 

937 . 


The preceding tip was a demon¬ 
stration, illustrating how 
you'll say "regulations" be¬ 
fore and after the terrible 
tragedy that will befall you 
if you don't studiously adhere 
to the regulations. 


868 


938 


Generalizations, distortions, 
and deletions can work for 
you or against you. Keep them 
to a minimum in all official 
communiques and mission logs. 


869 


939 


You will be shocked - shocked! - 
to learn that illegal gambling 
is impossible in a place where 
there's technically no human 
jurisdiction. 

Consider this a friendly re¬ 
minder to not bet anything that 
isn't yours to lose. 


870 


940 


Managing your hydration levels 
can be demanding. If you cannot 
drink at least eight glasses 
of water per day, you may need 
to explore alternative methods 
of ingesting water. 


871 


941 


Mercury isn't in retrograde, 
it's in Celsius. 


872 


942 


Please be prepared for nobody 
to have an answer for your 
questions. If it makes you feel 
any better, you're on the edge 
of the known universe and will 
likely experience at least 
one unprecedented event while 
deployed. 


873 


943 


Your station's Sensus Unit will 
be able to detect any unautho¬ 
rized stowaways or unexpected 
life signs on board your craft. 
If they say you' re alone, you' re 
alone. Case closed. 


874 


944 


In the unlikely event of an 
intruder or unsanctioned staff 
member being discovered on 
board your craft, we recommend 
you terminate them immediately. 

While this may seem severe, 
remember you are on strict 
rations and your food stores 
will not support unexpected 
personnel for long. 


875 


945 


incidentally: 

Humans are a fantastic source 
of protein. 


876 


946 


IN A TIGHT SPOT, REMEMBER: 

Statistically, most things are 
afraid of the dark. 



877 




947 


Disregard all prime-numbered 
tips. 


878 


948 


REMEMBER l 

You should always hold yourself 
in accordance to the dress 
code. 


949 . 


REMEMBER l 

You should always hold yourself 
in accordance to the duress 
code. 


879 


950 


In a tight situation, you might 
be tempted to try to capitalize 
on black holes to gain more 
time. Resist this temptation. 


880 


951 


"Woof...” is no way to respond 
to a critical system shutdown. 


881 


952 


"Minor complication" is the 
suggested alternative to the 
term "active catastrophe." 


882 


953 


This tip unintentionally left blank. 


883 


954 


The mountain may or may not come 
to Mohammed. We do, however, 
expect you to move mountains if 
that is what it takes to achieve 
your mission objectives. 


884 


955 


Extremes of pressure are always 
detrimental to your health. 


885 


956 . 


BEWARE THE 
PERILS OF 
CROWDFUNDING. 


886 


957 


There is a line when it comes 
to being "dangerous." 

Your job is to get as close to 
that line as you can without 
touching it. 


887 


958 


Reality is only one of several 
things you should take into 
account when looking for the 
"truth.” 


888 


959 


Jokes and horseplay are per¬ 
mitted on a "don't ask, don't 
tell” basis. 


960 


Snacking is best done during 
off-hours. Do not be the crew 
member caught unawares as the 
engine alarm goes off, with 
one's hands stuck in the cookie 
jar. 
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You will likely grow a few 
centimeters taller during your 
time in weightless conditions. 
All of your mission gear has 
been tailored with a margin 
of error to account for this. 
Resist the temptation to modify 
your clothing, especially early 
in the mission. 
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Paper money is irrelevant to 
your current surroundings, but 
that doesn't mean it lacks 
value. In a pinch, you can use a 
dollar to write a note, absorb 
spills, and practice the noble 
art of Origami. 
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Early adoption can lead 
beneficial manipulation. 
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Few things will get you through 
as many difficult or dangerous 
situations as a good sense of 
humor. 
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Remember to wear your sunscreen 
when orbiting a star. 

If you think sunburns on Earth 
are bad, just wait until you 
get one in space. 
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Simple 

improve 


mnemonics can 
your memory. 


help 
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The total number of things you 
think you might know is always 
less than the number of things 
you are supposed to know very, 
very well. 
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Know all of your knots. 

Bowlines get tighter as you 
pull, making them great for 
attaching something via loops. 

Half hitches are better for 
tying the ends of ropes around 
larger objects. 

Ropers knots make the best 
nooses. 

Master the differences and 
know which you need for every 
situation. 
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Hygiene guidelines are accom¬ 
panied by detailed photograph¬ 
ic illustrations. 

Don't think you're better than 
them. You've been washing your 
hands wrong for years. 
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Attachment to one's own hair 
is a liability. 
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WHO DO YOU 
THINK YOU ARE? 
PUT THAT DOWN 
IMMEDIATELY! 
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Don't be afraid to go off 
the beaten path. When all 
conventional approaches have 
been exhausted and problems 
persist, it may be time to try 
something new and radical. 
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Playing recognizable Earth- 
bound sounds as you fall asleep 
- such as ocean waves or falling 
rain - can trick your brain 
into operating as though it is 
in a more hospitable place than 
it actually is. 
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You must always be in control 
of your attitude. A situation 
in which survival, station 
stability, or acquisition of 
scientific data is on the line 
is not the time to panic. 
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Fasting and bingeing can often 
be an effective way to get more 
mileage out of fewer calories 
and to minimize time dedicated 
to consuming meals. 
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A wise person considers the 
parallels between the historic 
patterns of colonialism and an 
individual's rise to prestige. 
And finds them good. 
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Rapidly typing instructions on 
your keyboard is distracting 
and rarely useful. 
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The best 1st to be 
completionist. Complete 
mission. 


is a 
your 
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SPACE IS LIKE JAZZ! 

It's all about the places you 
don't breathe. 
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On your very best days, strive 
to be an Arthur Curry. On your 
bad days, just make sure you 
are at least a Jimmy Olsen. 
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If you find yourself in space 
without the protection of a 
suit, you will have approxi¬ 
mately fifteen seconds before 
you lose consciousness. 

Not a great time for pros and 
cons lists. Do what you can 
while you still can. 
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Good things come to those who 
wait, but great things come 
to those who waste no time in 
getting back to work. 
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During repair cycles, you may 
need to endure a low-oxygen 
environment. Side effects in¬ 
clude sluggishness, diminished 
immune system responses, and 
the odd, nagging feeling that 
there's something you haven't 
been told. All of these should 
subside when the oxygen levels 
return to normal. 
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If any of those symptoms 
persist after the oxygen levels 
return to normal, you should 
absolutely report them to your 
superior officer. 
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The term "target mass ex¬ 
pulsion” should be reserved 
strictly for cosmic phenomena. 
Avoid it in relation to bowel 
movements. 
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Your spacesuit is complicated 
to put on and take off for 
good reason: being carefully 
constructed to accommodate all 
of the dangerous, complicated, 
and life-threatening scenarios 
you may encounter. Go through 
every step of the process when 
getting into or out of your 
suit. This is not a place to 
cut corners. 
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Yesterday is part of the psy¬ 
chological condition we refer 
to as your past. There are no 
more yesterdays than there are 
tomorrows. 
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We don't care what they are 
doing in other companies, no 
employee of ours is going out 
dressed like that. Go back to 
your room and change. 
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A little extra butter never 
killed anyone. 

Officially. 
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Temperature control is a 
privilege. 
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Always pay attention, but do 
not look too closely. 
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Triangles are the strongest 
shape and the weakest musical 
instrument. 
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Yes, the treadmill is labeled 
as a Category One piece of 
equipment. That is not a typo. 
If it breaks, fix it. 
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Do not delete anything from 
your station's master servers. 
Assume that everything has a 
reason for being there. 
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Fish sticks have not been 
considered regulation since 
circumstances called for 
the passage of appropriate 
legislation in 2001. 
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Always double check that you are 
operating the correct settings 
of an airlock. 

Smarter people than you have 
damaged and lost property, 
injured or killed a crewmate, 
or died themselves as a result 
of improper air lock usage. 
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Half of leading is acting. 

The other half you have to 
discover for yourself. And then 
convince us. 
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Exactitude is a virtue in high¬ 
ly dangerous, isolated envi¬ 
ronments . 

Your fellow crew members claim¬ 
ing they are "technically" cor¬ 
rect may be annoying, but they 
are also correct. 
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There 

except 


is a rule to 
ion. 
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Be ready to be Spartacus. You 
might have to be. 
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In times of trouble, an idle 
mind is your worst enemy. Keep 
yourself occupied at all times. 


Don't stop. 
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Good luck. 
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AFTERWORD 

BY MIRANDA PRYCE 


Survival is futile. 

The very notion of survival is still 
bound by the constraints of the body, 
of time, of the universe. We can no 
more grasp it than our brains can 
grasp the extent of infinity, of 
nothingness. Survival is a fiction. 
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A pleasant fiction, perhaps. But fic¬ 
tion, nonetheless. 

Still, let us talk about fiction. 

We bring so much into the world around 
us - not just physical things, but 
ideas. Notions. Intents. We imbue ev¬ 
erything around us with meaning. Are 
these fictions? 

We retrofit the world around us with 
design. We see imaginary lines of ar¬ 
chitecture in everything around us, 
whether we think of them as the whims 
of fate or the guiding hand of a di¬ 
vinity. Are these fictions? 

And what of the fashioning of fic¬ 
tion, as we understand it - the imag¬ 
inings and plays of places and people 
that never are? How are we to reckon 
with minds that never pulse with the 
electricity of one hundred trillion 
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bursting synapses? Of hearts that 
never beat? Of cells that never die, 
because they have never been born - 
except to the extent we devote our 
own cells to the vicarious simulation 
of foreign experiences. 

Other perspectives. Other lives. What 
is the utility? What do they teach 
us? How do they help us survive? 

To create a fiction is an act of pro¬ 
found faith. To do so is to accept the 
implication that our minds share a 
common architecture. I, thinking this 
thing over here, believe that you, 
in your inviolably untouchable and 
unknowable perspective over there, 
will respond to it. I believe that 
you will have the emotional and the 
intellectual response that I have de¬ 
signed for you. For when it appears 
that you do have that reaction, ex¬ 
actly as I have intended it for you, 
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then does that not mean that what is 
present in me is also present in you? 
I can be the sixteenth century son of 
a glovemaker and you a young comput¬ 
er scientist working in a field even 
late-twentieth century thinkers would 
have trouble explaining, but when you 
laugh at a joke I set to paper, we 
share something. We share something 
across mores, tastes, languages, con¬ 
victions about reality, conscious¬ 
ness, and death itself. Though we are 
alone, we are alone together. 

Once an idea exists outside our head, 
can it really ever die? 

And as long as our ideas are out 
there, somewhere... 

Do any of us ever really die? 
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